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Ukrainian 


Canadians 
condemn Bill C-18 


By Marco Levytsky 

Representatives of the Ukrainian community in Canada told the Stand- 
ing Parliamentary Committee on Citizenship and Immigration that the 
current revocation of citizenship process is fundamentally unjust and that 
the proposed new bill is not any better. 

Seven briefs from members of the Ukrainian community were presented 
during the hearings of the committee, which were held Feb. 10-19. 

In Toronto Feb. 11, Olya Odynsky, the daughter of one of the respon- 
dents in a World War II revocation of citizenship case, provided a human 
face upon the process. 

Four more presentations were made in Edmonton Feb. 14 — by Dr. 
Bohdan Klid, Vice President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Provincial Council; Eugene Harasymiw, Chair of the Civil Liberties Stand- 
ing Committee of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League; as well as two 
private briefs by lawyer Bill Pidruchney and retired physicist Dr. Will 
Zuzak. 

Two more submissions were presented on Feb. 19 — in Montreal by 
Eugene Czolij, President of UCC — National and in Vancouver by Myroslav 
Petriw, President of UCC — BC Provincial Council. Due to this issue’s 
deadline, the last two submissions will be covered in the next issue of 
Ukrainian News. 

Odynsky pointed out that the government of Canada announced in 1995 
that it would not proceed with the revocation of the citizenship of any 
person unless there was evidence of some personal criminality. 

“And yet, cases commenced, in which the government admitted that 
there was no evidence of personal participation in war crimes and crimes 
against humanity and yet proceeded to initiate hearings aimed at the revo- 
cation of the citizenship of many persons whom I call Canadians by choice. 
These are men who came to Canada to build a better life for themselves 
and their families and who have done just that, for over a half century. In 
fact today, Wasyl Odynsky (her father) who was never charged with war 
crimes, but was nevertheless found to have misrepresented himself on a 
balance of probabilities over half a century ago without a shred of docu- 
mentary evidence — today might still have his citizenship revoked and 
then be deported from Canada. Odynsky has been totally exonerated of 
collaborating with the Germans, and of committing any acts of persecu- 
tion against anybody, anywhere and at anytime. And yet, after 5 years of 
litigation, his case remains unresolved. The financial cost to him, (the loss 
of his life savings and home) and the loss to his family, and I might add to 
his community — has been overwhelming,” she said. 

“During the Commission Of Inquiry On War Criminals In Canada, the 
so-called Deschénes Commission, 
the late John Sopinka argued that “it 
is my submission, cruel and inhu- 
man to uproot an individual from his 
family and whatever life he has built 
in 35 or more years as a productive 
Canadian on the suspicion that he 
might have been a war criminal. It 
is precisely because of the ‘eviden- 
tiary advantage’ in deportation and 
denaturalization proceedings that I 
would submit that the Commission 
should reject such proceedings as a 
means of bringing war criminals to 
justice. No punishment should be 
inflicted...unless his or her guilt is 
fairly established by Canadian stan- 
dards of justice’,” she added. 

Odynsky recommended that a 
statute of limitations of five years 
be placed upon the citizenship re- 
vocation process. 

“The government has an oppor- 
tunity to screen individuals upon 
their application and during the im- 
migration and naturalization pro- 
cess” 

No revocation should be initiated 
after that period unless “compelling 
and credible evidence is brought 
forward of criminality, sufficient to 
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PHOTO — EMILE PICKLYK AND-PROGRESS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NEWS 
His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar conducts the Divine Liturgy at St. Joseph’s Parish in Winnipeg. The 
Patriarch of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is currently on a tour of Canada, visiting Manitoba, Ontario 
and Quebec. Read about the Eastern leg of his tour in the next issue of Ukrainian News. 


Change a life, change the world 


Ukrainian Cardinal brings message of hope to Winnipeg 


By Lindor Reynolds, 
Winnipeg Free Press, February 11, 2003 

We are on the brink of war and helpless as individu- 
als to prevent it, the spiritual leader of the world’s Ukrai- 
nian Catholic church said yesterday (Feb. 10), adding 
that prayer, faith and mutual respect are the only hope 
for a world rent by conflict. 

"І feel personally there is nothing much most of us 
can do immediately,’ Cardinal Lubomyr Husar said 
during a brief break in his whirlwind tour of Winnipeg. 
“We don’t have this power. There is something we can 
do. Ask what I can do today to diminish injustice in 
that circle in which I live. I think the sum total of it 
would change the world.” 

As for Iraq specifically, Husar said the same think- 
ing applies. “To respect one another is very important, 
not to demonize each other. Wars are not possible when 
people respect one another. It might encourage people 
in the respect the sense of understanding, by making 
people aware of the gift of life they have and the need 


to respect it in others.” 

Asked if war is inevitable, he gives an expansive 
shrug. "1 think this is more than I am capable of under- 
standing. I hope it will not happen.” 

Husar, the 70-year-old patriarch of Ukrainian Catho- 
lics in Ukraine and the 1.5 million who live outside 
that country (including 60,000 in the local archeparchy), 
is on an 18-day western and central Canadian trip to 
bring a message of hope and belonging to the faithful. 
He says his visit is meant to unify those who are far 
from Ukraine. 

| “We are very concerned to maintain the unity of the 
church, that those who are Ukrainian Catholic do not 
feel they are forgotten,” said Husar. “We are trying to 
make them feel we are all one.” 

Husar was born in Ukraine but lived in his teen years 
in New York and Connecticut. The four-day visit, short- 
ened by European storms that prevented the Cardinal 
from flying, has included divine liturgies at Saints 
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Рада в першому читанні ухвалила закон "Про 
правовий статус закордонних українців" 


(Тенеральне консульство України в Торонто) -ТГе-- 
неральне консульство України в Торонто повідом-- 
ляє, що б лютого Верховна Рада України в першому 
читанні ухвалила проект Закону України "Про 
правовий статус закордонних українців". Авторами 
цього законопроекту є народні депутати України 
І.Осташ, В.Бондаренко та А.Деркач. 

На думку Міністерства закордонних справ Укра- 
їни, яке взяло активну участь в опрацюванні зазна- 
ченого проекту Закону, ухвалення такого документа 
є важливим для України як з огляду на міжнародний 
імідж нашої держави, так і в плані зміцнення 
контактів із закордонними українцями. Цей закон 
має розглядатися як суттєвий чинник консолідації 
та розвитку українського етносу, збереження етніч- 
ної ідентичності закордонних українців, підвищення 
інтересу до України у представників молодшого 
покоління української діаспори, а також як механізм 
поглиблення взаємовигідного політичного, еконо- 
мічного та культурно-освітнього співробітництва 


України з іноземними державами. 

У процесі опрацювання законопроекту на попе- 
редньому етапі M3C відстоювало позицію, за якою 
Закон має спрямовуватися на: 

» налагодження, підтримання і розвиток різнома- 
нітних контактів українців за етнічним походжен- 
ням, що проживають за кордоном, з Україною; 

всебічне сприяння повноцінній реалізації та 
ефективному забезпеченню умов для задоволення 
мовно-культурних потреб української громади на 
засадах норм міжнародного права; 

г активізацію ролі закордонних українців та їх ор- 
ганізацій у розширенні рівноправних та взаємо- 
вигідних відносин України з іноземними державами; 

» створення максимально спрощеної процедури 
для повернення етнічних українців на постійне про- 
живання в Україну; 

сприяння благодійницькій, інвестиційній, науко- 
вій, культурній та іншій діяльності закордонних 
українців в Україні. 
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Конирес Українців Канади 


дмонтонський відділ 


1 
Українське Музичне 
Товариство Альберти 


запрошують на 


Молодь в поклоні Шевченкові 
Shevchenko Concert 


Неділя, 9 березня, 2003 
2:30 пополудні 
в Домі Української Молоді 
9615 - 153 Авеню 
Квитки: 


$8 заздалегідь, $10 при дверях, $5 студентам 
безплатно дітям 12 літ i менше 


Можна купити: 


Є в Українській книгарні 


Tickets: 


* від членів KYK 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Edmonton Branch 


Ukrainian Music Society 
of Alberta 


Sunday, March 9, 2003 

2:30 p.m. 

Ukrainian Youth Unity Hall 
9615 - 153 Avenue 


$8 in advance, 510 atdoor, $5 for students 


free for 12 and under 


Available: 


* at the Ukrainian Book Store 
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Українські 
прикордонники чекають 
на наплив біженців з Іраку 


(Громадське Радіо)- У лютому українські при- 
кордонники чекають на наплив нелегальних мігран- 
тів з Граку. Тільки за минулий місяць прикордонники 
затримали 29 іракських нелегалів. У Держком- 
кордоні повідомляють, що найбільше затриманих - 
на ділянці кордону Сумського та Чернігівського 
загонів. 

За даними Державного комітету охорони кордону, 
найбільшими постачальниками нелегалів до України 
залишаються Китай і Пакистан. Прогнозованого 
збільшення кількості незаконних мігрантів з Граку 
у січні не було. Останні події навколо можливого 
початку війни в Іраці можуть змінити ситуацію на 
українських кордонах. Співробітниця Держкомкор- 
дону розповідає: "Ми чекали у січні, але ситуація 
зберігалась практично така сама. Ми готувалися, але 
тепер чекаємо, що найбільше нелегалів буде у 
лютому". 

3a даними прикордонників, найбільше затриманих 
вихідців з Граку - наділянці кордону в Чернігівській 


та Сумській областях. У прикордонному загоні 
Чернігівської області Громадському радіо розповіли, 
що тільки троє іракців у січні порушили державний 
кордон на їх ділянці: "Троє нелегалів затримали з 
білоруськими візами. Вони говорили, що вони 
студенти, попросили невідомих відвезти їх до готелю 
у Мінську, аті привезли їх на кордон. У іракців були 
квитки на поїзд з собою". 

Прикордонники запевняють, що до збільшення 
кількості нелегалів з Іраку вони готові. А от член 
правління громадської організації "Арабський Дім" 
в Україні доктор Фаваз впевнений, що біженців з 
Іраку до Європи практично не буде - жителі будуть 
воювати, а не втікати: "ТГракський народ - гордий 
народ. Ми будем боротися". 

Закарпатські прикордонники кажуть, що біль- 
шість нелегалів, затриманих цього року - це пере- 
важно жінки та діти. Повернення ж на батьківщину, 
за їхніми словами, загрожує їм переслідуваннями чи 
смертною карою. 


Іспанія вслід за Португалією 
прирівняє українських 
остарбайтерів до своїх громадян 


Андрій Міселюк, ForUm 

Іспанія впевнено намагається підписати з Украї- 
ною угоду про правовий статус українських заро- 
бітчан у цій країні аналогічну до тієї, яку підписали 
13 лютого Україна та Португалія. Про це заявив 18— 
го лютого на прес-конференції у Києві державний 
секретар MSC з європейських питань Іспанії Рамон 
де Мігель, відповідаючи на запитання кореспондента 
ForUm’y. Іспанський дипломат зазначив, що ця тема 
ставилася на його переговорах з українським 
колегою - держсекретарем МЗС України з питань 
європейської інтеграції Олександром Чалим. 

Рамон де Мігель зазначив, що «українцям більше 
подобається Португалія, ніж Іспанія», оскільки в 
Португалії перебуває близько 80 тисяч українців, а 
в Іспанії - за деякими даними, «менше половини від 
цієї кількості». Іспанський дипломат висловився за 
залучення українських працівників в країну і Haro— 
лосив: «Ринок робочої сили Іспанії ширший від пор-- 
тугальського і відкритий для українських 3apo— 
бітчан». і 

У зв'язку з цим Рамон де Мігель зазначив, що 
підписання між Україною та Іспанією угод, які 
регулюватимуть міграційні потоки з України і на- 
дадуть українським працівникам соціальні і правові 
гарантії, буде актуальним у тому випадку, якщо 
потік українських робітників в Іспанію зросте. 
Він також повідомив, що Іспанія має угоди з 
Польщею i Румунією, які регулюють правовий 
статус працівників із цих країн в Іспанії. За словами 


and the 


present 


* from members of UCC 


Рамона де Мігеля, ці угоди «схожі» на україно- 
португальську угоду. 

Держсекретар іспанського МЗС не зміг назвати 
точні терміни підписання такої угоди, додавши лише, 
що це може бути зроблено «в не дуже довгий 
термін». Він також додав, що зі своєї ініціативи 
декілька тижнів тому звернувся до міністерства 
внутрішніх справ Іспанії з проханням надати свій 
висновок про необхідність підписання угоди про 
соціальні і правові гарантії для українських пра- 

У свою чергу, присутній на прес-конференції 
держсекретар МЗС України з питань європейської 
інтеграції Олександр Чалий зазначив, що Україна 
давно передала Іспанії свої пропозиції з приводу 
підписання такої угоди. 

Як повідомляв ForUm, 13 лютого Україна i 
Португалія підписали угоду про тимчасову міграцію 
українських громадян для роботи в Португалії. 
Угода повинна буде сприяти забезпеченню законних 
прав громадянам України, які планують працювати 
в Португалії. Зокрема, угода передбачає чіткий 
механізм працевлаштування громадян України. 
Також, згідно з цією угодою, на наших громадян 
будуть поширюватися соціальні та трудові гарантії, 
які отримують громадяни Португалії. 

За офіційними даними MSC, зараз на неле- 
гальному становищі за кордоном перебуває близько 
1,5 млн. громадян України. 


Щербак взяв участь в 
засіданні Президії СКУ 


(Посольство України в Канаді) Посол України в Канаді Юрій 
Щербак взяв участь в засіданні Президії Світового конгресу українців 
(СКУ). Головною тематикою засідання стала підготовка до про- 
ведення 18-21 серпня ц.р. в Києві 8-го Конгресу СКУ, участь в якому 
мають намір взяти понад 500 членів українських громадських 
організацій, які представляють головні осередки українства в світі. 
Посол України запевнив членів Президії СК У, що Посольство зі свого 
боку надаватиме всебічне сприяння в організації та проведенні 
згаданого конгресу. 

В ході засідання Посол України ознайомив членів президії СКУ з 
внутрішньополітичною та економічною ситуацією в Україні, наго- 
лосив на позитивних тенденціях в економічній сфері, зокрема стабіль- 
ності національної валюти, зростанні ВВП та рівні промислового 
виробництва. Посол також повідомив про заходи, які вживаються 
Україною для відміни санкцій ФАТФ, а також ухвалення ВР України 
в першому читанні проекту Закону України "Про правовий статус 
закордонного українця". 

В ході засідання обговорювалось питання широкого відзначення 
українством всього світу 70-ї річниці голодомору, а також плани щодо 
спорудження в Києві меморіалу пам'яті жертв голодомору 1932-33 рр. 


At the Committee hearings in Edmonton. Left to Right: Eugene Harasymiw, Committee Chair David Price 
(Lib.: Compton-Stanstead, Quebec), Dr. Bohdan Klid, UCC-APC President Catherine Chichak, Committee 
Member Lynne Yelich (Alliance: Blackstrap, Saskatchewan), Dr. Will Zuzak, Bill Pidruchney. 


UkrainianCanadians condemn Bill C-18 
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warrant criminal court proceed- 
ings.” 

“Canada should not become a ha- 
ven for war criminals, we all agree. 
But Canada’s citizens by choice 
should also not become forever hos- 
tage to the prejudices of the places 
and pasts they left to come here, or 
to the disinformation spread by oth- 
ers, whether out of ignorance or 
malice. Once anyone becomes a 
Canadian, following their applica- 
tion, screening and naturalization 
they should have the same privileges 
and responsibilities of Canadian citi- 
zenship as those born here. As well, 
they should have the right to face 
anyone who might accuse them of 
past wrongdoings in a Canadian 
criminal court of law and nowhere 
else. Canadian citizenship should 
not be so easily undone without just 
cause,” she said. 

Dr. Klid stated that UCC-APC is 
especially concerned with Sections 
16-18, which grant extraordinary 
powers to the state to strip natural- 
ized Canadians of citizenship. He 
said this ‘leads to and even requires 
the undermining and denial of civil 
rights of naturalized citizens, as it 
subjects naturalized citizens to le- 
gal procedures not allowed against 
citizens born in Canada.” 

He added that those provisions 
also concentrate power in the hands 
of the executive and judges, with- 
out parliamentary or citizen over- 
sight of proceedings. 

“As the maintenance of a system 
of checks and balances within goy- 
ernment is an essential prerequisite 
to preventing the abuse of power and 
arbitrary behaviour on the part of 
state authorities, it is clear that the 
proposed bill contravenes this prin- 
ciple of sound constitutional govern- 
ment,” he said. 

Citing specifics he said that: 

* Section 16 gives the government 
the power to accuse a naturalized 
citizen of committing a crime con- 
stituting grounds for citizenship re- 
vocation, and then proceed to strip 
that person of citizenship in a judi- 
cial proceeding that does not offer 
the same safeguards and protections 
that a Canadian-born defendant 
would enjoy if faced with a crimi- 
nal charge. 

* Section 17 sanctions the hear- 
ing of evidence (even information 
not admissible in courts) in secret 
in citizenship revocation proceed- 
ings, without the presence of the 
accused and her/his counsel. 

* Section 18 allows the govern- 
ment to strip a person of citizenship 
by ministerial order with no judicial 
process within five years of natural- 
ization — a fundamental denial of 
due process. 

“The UCC-APC firmly believes 
that once immigrants have been 


~ granted Canadian citizenship, they 


should be accorded all the rights, 
freedoms and privileges of Canadian 
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Toronto presenter Olya Odynsky. 


law, without exception. If revocation 
of citizenship is to be allowed, we 
recommend that it be conducted ac- 
cording to criminal, not civil stan- 
dards, and that the amount of time a 
person could be subject to citizen- 
ship revocation be limited to a maxi- 
mum of five years after naturaliza- 
tion,” said Dr. Klid. 

Harasymiw said the USRL “sup- 
ports efforts on the part of authori- 
ties to deal effectively, but never 
selectively, with all persons who 
may have entered Canada and ob- 
tained citizenship by illegal means 
and supports government efforts to 
deal effectively with those accused 
of terrorist acts, of violating human 
or international rights and of orga- 
nized criminality.” 

“However, these ends must not be 
pursued by means that create two- 
tiered citizenship, or by means that 
violate the civil liberties of the ac- 
cused, or by means that respond to 
political lobbyists whose interests 
clearly have less than nothing to do 
with justice. Such means do not, as 
Bill C-18’s sponsors claim, advance 
either the values of a truly free and 
democratic society or ‘respect for 
the rights ої others’,” he said. 

Harasymiw added that Bill C-18 
perpetuates two-tiered citizenship, 
invites political manipulation, is 
procedurally flawed and unfair, per- 
petuates the lack of fairness in de- 
naturalization and deportation pro- 
ceedings, invites misuse of evi- 
dence, perpetuates “guilt by associa- 
tion” and is based on flawed logical 
premises 

He made several recommenda- 
tions to protect civil liberties and due 
process of law. 

“USRL feels a great injustice 
would be done if Bill C-18 were 
passed without the above noted 
amendments. Leaving the Bill in its 
present form opens the government 
to legitimate criticism,” he said. 

“The Standing Committee has an 
opportunity to remove this blot on 

Canada’s citizenship regime and on 
our justice system. Do not squander 
that opportunity.” 

Pidruchney said the bill contra- 


venes “fundamental Canadian val- 
ues which are the pillars of Cana- 
dian democracy and have made 
Canada one of the most respected 
nations in the world. These are rights 
that are established by tradition and 
precedent, and are preserved in leg- 
islation like the Charter of Rights & 
Freedoms, as well as being recited 
in the Act and C-18.” 

The curtailment of rights by the 
utilization of non-judicial processes 
and constrictive processes, for ex- 
ample the use of an administrative 
immigration process to strip citizen- 
ship because of a suspected crimi- 
nal act, 715 a perverse act that abuses 
the legal tradition that it is ‘not le- 
gal to do indirectly what cannot be 
legally done directly’,” he added. 

“The history of the revocation 
process confirms that this process 
was reverted to solely for conve- 
nience and expedition in prosecu- 
tion: It was instituted as a substitute 
— an easy remedy — in lieu of 
criminal proceedings. It is criminal 
proceedings in disguise.” 

Pidruchney noted that “these dra- 
conian laws and inquisitorial pro- 
cess do not need to exist. Alterna- 
tives for accomplishing national se- 
curity while preserving human civil 
rights exist, and new ones have been 
added recently. Canada should be 
striving to improve its human rights, 
not to destroy them.” 

He raised some more faults with 
the bill including manipulation of 
process, perversion (abuse) of inten- 
tion and process, breach of Charter 
rights and the institution of “cruel 
and unusual punishment.” 

"Рагі 2 (of the bill) is bad law and 
overkill in punishment. It is un-Ca- 
nadian! It creates a whole new bur- 
den of rules and work for an already 
overburdened Federal Court. If 
judges were able to speak publicly I 
expect they would prefer not to have 
the system of Part 2 imposed on 
them. The law may well be uncon- 
stitutional and contrary to section 52 
of the Constitution Act. Unhappily, 
establishing this would take a 
lengthy interval and be a costly pro- 
cess: one that individual citizens 
should not have to bear,” he said. 

Dr. Zuzak said the bill allocates 
authority to bureaucrats instead of 
elected officials. 

“There are no limitations or 
checks and balances imposed on the 
bureaucrats. Indeed, it is my percep- 
tion that it is the bureaucrats, rather 
than our elected representatives, that 
develop policy, write legislation, set 
the regulations and then implement 
and execute them,” he said. 

Dr. Zuzak added that Canada 
should adopt the principle that citi- 
zenship cannot be revoked by the 
state and that if the person in ques- 
tion is truly a criminal “expose his 
criminality in a Canadian criminal 
court of law, convict him and admin- 
ister the appropriate penalties accord- 
ing to Canadian legal standards.” 


3 
Consulate purchase 


shows state is raising 
itself up, Lossovsky says 


(UktNews)—The fact that the Ukrainian state can now afford to buy its 
own real estate is a sign that it is raising itself up, says the Consul-General 
of Ukraine to Toronto. 

Thor Lossovsky told Ukrainian News, Feb. 11, that the government of 
Ukraine began searching for new premises in Toronto back in 1997 and 
had seven buildings on its short list before deciding on the Forest Hill 
property for which US$1.8 million (C$2.75 million) was allocated for by 
the Cabinet of Ministers Dec. 25 (See Ukrainian News January 22 — Feb- 
гиагу 4, 2003). 

Lossovsky said the Lakeshore area near the Polish Consulate was also 
looked at, but the premises were not suitable for the Consulate’s needs. 

He added that many community leaders in Toronto have supported the 
Consulate’s moves and one can’t generalize by making statements that 
the community is “outraged”. 

Lossovsky said the purchase of the new consulate is in no way tied in 
with a proposed Consulate for Edmonton, however, the government does 
not have enough money to but real estate in that city. 

“Here too we didn’t have any money at first. It took us 10 years to raise 
the funds,” he explained. 


Canadian official urges countries 
to help Ukraine destroy land mines 


A top Canadian official on Feb. 10 urged the international community 
to help Ukraine meet its commitment to destroy millions of aging Soviet- 
era land mines, reported the Associated Press. 

Lieutenant Colonel John MacBride, of the Mine Action Team in Canada’s 
Department of Foreign Affairs, said Ukraine agreed to destroy its stock- 
pile of some six million anti-personnel land mines in 1999, but its cash- 
strapped government needs financial and technical assistance to do it. 

“Canada cannot on its own provide funds to carry out this project so we 
are continually encouraging other donors to contribute,’ MacBride told 
reporters. 

The Canadian government has spent US$680,000 to help Ukraine dis- 
pose of 400,000 “relatively easy-to-destroy” mines, but an additional $4 
million is needed to destroy the bulk of Ukraine’s arsenal, he said. 

Experts must develop a special system to destroy Ukraine’s mines be- 
cause only Russia, Belarus, and Turkmenistan have similar mines and 
those countries have not begun destroying them. The mines are particu- 
larly dangerous because they cannot be disarmed and contain liquid ex- 
plosives that can cause environmental damage if they leak. 

Tests to develop an environmentally friendly system to destroy the mines 
are expected to be complete in three months, MacBride said. 

Ukraine is one of 131 nations to have signed the Ottawa Treaty banning 
land mines, but has not ratified it because the former Soviet republic has 
lacked the resources to destroy its mines. 

MacBride predicted Ukraine would ratify the treaty by the end of 2004. 

Ukraine’s has the fourth largest arsenal of anti-personnel mines in the 
world after China, Russia and the United States — none of which has 
agreed to destroy its mines. 
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Begin your honeymoon in one of our Jacuzzi [Rooms complete with 
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11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 
1.800.661.9843 
Sales & Catering Office: 453.6500 


Обвинувачений помер, 
тому вбивцю Александрова 
ніколи не знайдуть 


(ммуу/ ПРАВДА. сот.ла)- -Суддя Донецького Апеляційного суду 
Іван Корчистий вважає, що убивство журналіста Ігоря Александрова 
ніколи не буде розкрито. 

"Ніхто практично не притягнутий 1 навряд чи буде притягнутий до 
кримінальної відповідальності за вбивство Александрова. Я думаю, 
на цьому, на жаль, буде поставлена крапка," сказав суддя корес- 
пондентові Центру досліджень соціальних перспектив Донбасу. 

За його словами, вже "упущений час" і вбивця журналіста навряд 
чи коли-небудь постане перед законом. Саме Іван Корчистий виніс у 
свій час виправдовувальний вирок Юрієві Вередюку, обвинувачу- 
ваному в убивстві Ігоря Александрова. 

Суддя і сьогодні робить досить категоричні висновки про роботу 
правоохоронців: "Вони все спихнули на Вередюка. Доказів по Вередю- 
ку практично ніяких немає. Він мертвий. А хто ще буде відповідати за 
цю справу? Ніхто. Припинять вони її через якийсь час, та й усе. Уже 
всі терміни слідства мають минути. Скільки ж можна слідство вести 
- до нескінченності? А результатів жодних немає, крім гучних заяв". 

Ігор Александров був жорстоко побитий бітами в липні 2001 року. 
Через кілька днів, не приходячи до тями, він помер. За підозрою в 
його убивстві був затриманий Юрій Вередюк, який ніде не працював. 
Суддя апеляційного суду Корчистий визнав, що обвинувачення не 
знайшло достатньо доказів провини Вередюка й обвинувачуваного в 
убивстві вперше в практиці українського судочинства звільнили в залі 
суду. 

Через якийсь час Вередюк помер від серцевої недостатності. 


У Луганську представлено звіт про 
застосування тортур на Україні 


(Deutsche Welle)—5-—ro лютого місцеві громадські організації - 
Луганський комітет захисту прав громадян та "Донецький Меморіал" 
- презентували в Луганську доповідь Європейського комітету проти 
тортур за результатами його візиту в Україну 2000 року. 

З 1997 року, коли Україна ратифікувала Європейську конвенцію 
проти тортур, Європейский комітет проти тортур вже чотори рази 
перевіряв дотримання її вимог у державних закладах ряду областей 
України, де утримуються люди, позбавлені свободи. Це ізолятори 
тимчасового утримання, слідчі ізолятори, колонії, психіатричні 
заклади, тощо. На презентації доповіді було зазаначено, що під час 
усіх візітів до України Комітет отримував численні скарги осіб, 
позбавлених волі, щодо жорстокого поводження як у момент арешту, 
так і під час допитів. Головним чином ув'язнені скаржаться на побиття 
кулаками, ногами та дубинками, застосування, так би мовити, 
"інструментів допиту": електричного струму, протигазу, пластикових 
пакетів та пляшок, підвішення в наручниках у різних нелюдських позах. 
Серед проблем пенітенціарної системи України Комітетом були названі 
переповнення слідчих ізоляторів, погане харчування та медичне 
забеспечення, недотримання правил особистої гігієни, тощо. Проблема 
тортур, як було сказано на презентації, вкрай актуальна для Донбасу, 
бо у Луганській та Донецькій областях відбувають покарання двадцять 
п'ять відсотків усіх засуджених в Україні. 
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Смерть на вулиці Зарічній 


Андрій Багнюк, Наталія Лебідь, Україна молода 

Знову смерть. Знову не стало непересічної лю- 
дини. Знову причина загибелі - - зіткнення легкового 
авто з вантажівкою... 

11 лютого близько шостої години вечора на трасі 
"Запоріжжя - - Маріуполь" загинув Анатолій Bacu— 
льович Єрмак, депутат Верховної Ради України Пі 
ШІ скликань, член комітету з питань боротьби 3 
організованою злочинністю і корупцією, член депу-- 
татського об'єднання "Антимафія" (до складу якого 
входять також Григорій Омельченко та Олександр 
Жир), член центральної ради Української респуб-- 
ліканської партії "Собор". Зрештою, відкидаючи всі 
звання і посади — просто людина, і не з однієї 
великої, а з усіх великих літер. 

Анатолій Єрмак народився у 1955 році, мав 
родину, двох синів, батьків-пенсіонерів. Свою матір, 
Євдокію Макарівну, Анатолій Васильович пережив 
усього лише на три доби — вона померла 8 лютого, 
і минулої неділі її поховали у селі Кінські Роздори, 
рідному для відомого політика. Там пройшло його 
дитинство, там він здобув середню освіту, працював 
за фахом інженер-механік. Двадцятивосьмирічним 
Анатолій Єрмак перейшов на службу в КЛБ, у лавах 
працівників спецслужби залишався до обрання його 
народним депутатом. Але партійний квиток здав ще 
у 1990 році, аби як офіцер почуватися незалежним 
від босів тодішньої КПРС. У 1993--1994 роках 
обіймав посаду заступника начальника відділу 
військової контррозвідки, мав звання підполковника 
СБУ. Анатолій Єрмак виховав з дружиною двох 
синів, мало подружжя і доньку, яка померла в один 
із днів народження пана Анатолія. 

Діяльність Єрмака як борця із корупцією не пот- 
ребує розлогих презентацій. З-поміж напрямів 
роботи "Антимафії" і парламентського комітету з 
боротьби з оргзлочинністю, до складу якого входив 
Єрмак, будучи народним депутатом України, в 
першу чергу проситься бути згаданим розслідування 
паном Анатолієм 1 його колегами обставин загибелі 
В'ячеслава Чорновола. 

Нагадаємо, що ще на початку 2001 року Анатолій 
Єрмак називав прізвища високопосадовців з Мініс- 
терства внутрішніх справ, які, можливо, у березні 
1999 року скоїли терористичний акт проти лідера 
Народного руху В'ячеслава Чорновола. Єрмак 
загинув, як Чорновол. Це більш ніж сумна аналогія 
— це просто факт. 

Повертаючись з похорону матері, Анатолій Єрмак 
їхав машиною "Жигулі" (ВАЗ-2107), де, крім нього, 
знаходилися його брат Микола Васильович і 23- 
річний син Олександр. Легкове авто Єрмаків зіткну-- 


лося із завантаженим металом МАЗом (останній 
належав ВАТ "Азовсталь", за кермом був водій Bira— 
лій Шарій) на вулиці Зарічній райцентру Пологи, 

Брати Анатолій і Микола загинули на місці Tpare— 
дії, Олександр Єрмак, який сидів позаду, з важкими 
травмами був доставлений до місцевого шпиталю. 
За інформацією головного лікаря Пологівської 
центральної лікарні Миколи Деменка, наданої для 
"УМ", госпіталізований знаходиться у свідомості, 
але одержав травму головного мозку, численні пере-- 
ломи стегна 1 таза. "Коли виведемо його з шокового 
стану, переведемо, вочевидь, до обласної лікарні", 
— зазначив Деменко. І додав, що з тілами загиблих 
наразі працюють експерти. 

За твердженнями Центру громадських зв'язків 
УМВС у Запорізькій області, "Ha слизькій ділянці 
шляху водій автомобіля ВАЗ-2107 не впорався з 
управлінням і виїхав на смугу зустрічного руху". На 
місці трагедії побували прокурор Пологівського 
району Запорізької області Олександр Ревут та 
прокурор області Григорій Середа. Вони поінфор- 
мували, що за фактом JI TI порушено карну справу 
за статтею 286, 4.3 (порушення правил дорожнього 
руху). 

Як передає кореспондент "УМ" із Запорізької 
області, в обласному управлінні ДАІ додаткової 
інформації отримати не вдалося, однак Центр 
громадських зв'язків вже зробив "певні висновки" 
стосовно винуватців ДТП. 

Домислити собі ці висновки нескладно — адже 
йдеться про те, що саме авто Анатолія Єрмака 
виїхало на зустрічну смугу, отже, той, хто був за 
кермом, і ті, хто сиділи в машині, самі їхали на 
зустріч своїй загибелі. Тим більше, що, як наголошує 
Олександр Ревут, водій вантажівки Шарій не був у 
стані алкогольного сп'яніння (втім, так само, як і 
Микола Єрмак, який вів "Жигулі") і правила руху 
не порушував, отже, підстав для затримання цієї 
людини і, тим більше, відкриття проти неї справи, у 
ДАІ — жодних. 

..¥ 1997 році, даючи інтерв'ю "УМ", Анатолій 
Єрмак зауважив, що "Україна увірвалася в еліту 
корумпованих країн світу". Виводити її з цього стану 
належить вже однодумцям покійного, адже всі 
зусилля Анатолія Васильовича, направлені на 
"антикорупцізацію" України, обірвалися разом з 
його життям. 

Прощання з тілом покійного відбулося в суботу, 
15 лютого, в міському будинку вчителя, о 10.00. 
Після прощання Анатолія Єрмака буде поховано на 
Байковому цвинтарі Києва. 


Слідство у справі Гонгадзе розглядає версію 
причетності до злочину "орлів Кравченка" 


Дмитро Крикун, Громадське Радіо 
На засіданні слідчої комісії Верховної Ради представники Minic- 
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4 тий рік 4.5% 
3 тий рік 4.0% 
2 гий pik 3.0% 


Ііший рік 2.5% 


Відсотки можуть кожночасно змінитися. 


75 річний термін 


Відвідайте відділи за дальшими інформаціями: 


2280 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON М65 1N9 

1891 Rathbum Road East, Mississauga, ON L4W 3Z3 
221 Milner Avenue, Scarborough, ON M1S 4P4 

239 Kenilworth Avenue North, Hamilton, ON L8H 454 
913 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, ON K1Y 4F3 

Outside the GTA 


(416) 763-6883 
(905) 238-1273 
(416) 299-7291 | 
(905) 545-5645 | 
(613) 722-7075 | 


: 1-800-461-5941 | 
www.buduchnist.com 


терства внутрішніх справ Ta Служби безпеки України підтвердили, 
що слідство у справі Георгія Гонгадзе повністю відкинуло причетність 
до його вбивства кримінальних авторитетів Циклопа та Матроса. 
Натомість серед інших Генпрокуратура розглядає версію здійснення 
злочину працівниками спецпідрозділа Міністерства внутрішніх справ, 
яких називають "орлами Кравченка". 

Заступник держсекретаря МВС Юрій Черкасов та керівник управ- 
ління "К" СБУ Юрій Вандін виклали цю інформацію на закритому 
засіданні тимчасової слідчої комісії. 

Комісія вивчила також лист нібито колишніх співробітників Мініс- 
терства внутрішніх справ В.Савченка та В.Ковальчука, у якому 
йдеться про причетність до справи Гонгадзе колишнього та нинішнього 
міністрів внутрішніх справ Юрія Кравченка та Юрія Смирнова і 
начальника головного управління в боротьбі з організованою злочин- 
ністю МВС України Миколи Джиги. За словами голови слідчої комісії 
Григорія Омельченка, поки що можна стверджувати лише те, що 
авторами листа дійсно є колишні міліціонери. Він наголосив, що 
вимагатиме забезпечення охорони журналіста газети "Грані--" Тетяни 
Коробової, котра першою оприлюднила цього листа. 

На засіданні так і не з'явився колишній голова слідчої комісії 
парламенту попереднього скликання Олександр Жир, котрий обіцяв 
передати Омельченкові диктофон та чіпи з оригіналами записів 
Миколи Мельниченка. 


Потебенько обвинувачує Піскуна в 
зловживаннях службовим становищем 


(Українські Новини) Депутат Верховної Ради, колишній Генераль- 
ний прокурор Михайло Потебенько обвинувачує Генпрокурора 
Святослава Піскуна в зловживаннях службовим становищем. Про це 
Потебенько заявив, виступаючи в Раді. "Мені, як колишньому 
Генеральному прокуророві, сумно говорити про свого спадкоємця", 
сказав Потебенько. Зокрема, він зазначив, що Піскун прикриває групу 
співробітників податкової міліції, які незаконно вилучають майно і 
товари у фірм із наступною реалізацією серед своїх знайомих. Як 
приклад Потебенько назвав фірму "Рекорд", через яку Податкова 
міліція реалізовувала серед знайомі автомобілі, цукор 1 борошно. 
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Rada holds hearing on 1932-33 Катіпе| Deputies confirm recordings 


(ArtUkraine.com)—A hearing about the great Ukrai- 
nian Famine of 1932-1933 was conducted Feb. 12 in 
Kyiv by the Verkhovna Rada in accordance with a Reso- 
lution passed by the Rada on Nov. 28. 

The famine hearing was opened by Rada speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn with a moment of silence to honor 
the memory of the victims of the 1932-1933 Holodomor 
and in remembrance of it. 

Lytvyn then acknowledged the research and investiga- 
tive work conducted by the Commission On The Ukraine 
Famine, appointed by the United States Congress, dur- 
ing the late 1980’s. Speaker Lytvyn especially acknowl- 
edged Dr. James Mace, who served as staff director of 
the Commission, and was present at the hearing. 

In his speech Speaker Lytvyn emphasized the need 
to present a proper and objective assessment of the 
events that took place in Ukraine in 1932-33. 

Lytvyn said there should be a list developed and made 
public that contains all the names of the victims of the 
famine. He stated that a proper monument to the fam- 
ine victims should be built in Kyiv, to take the place of 
the memorial that is currently in Kyiv, according to 
ArtUkraine.com reporter. 

During his speech Lytvyn read a few passages from 
the original diary of Oleksandra Radchenko that de- 
picted the horrors of Ukrainian famine she experienced 
personally. 

Radchenko, a witness to the famine, was later ac- 
cused of anti-Soviet propaganda by the authorities. 
Lytvyn obtained the diary from the archives of the SBU 
(Security Service of Ukraine). 

Lvtvyn’s presentation was accompanied by showing, 
on a large screen in the Rada, of several photographs 
taken during the famine and also the showing of some 
original famine related documents of that period. 

According to the speaker all the material from the 
hearing will be published and the next famine hearing 
will take place in May of 2003 and will be attended by 
President Leonid Kuchma. 

The entire hearing was shown on а live broadcast on 
the First National TV channel. 

The Deputy Prime Minister for Humanitarian Affairs, 
Dmytro Tabachnyk spoke on behalf of the Ukrainian 
government. The Minister called the famine a volun- 
tary terrorist act that claimed the lives of up to 10 mil- 

lion people, and turned Ukrainian villages into “a hor- 
rible social reservation the size of which shocked the 
entire world.” 


Tabachnyk announced the government is planning 
to build a National Famine Memorial Complex. Ac- 
cording to the information provided by Tabachnyk and 
also by Hennadiy Udovenko (Our Ukraine bloc), Chair- 
man of the Rada’s Human Rights Commission, the 
Memorial Complex will include a monument, museum, 
and a historical research centre. 

The chairman of the Ukrainian Famines Research- 
ers’ Association Levko Lukianenko (Yulia Tymoshenko 
bloc) announced that the Rada will address the United 
Nations in New York and ask the UN to recognize the 
famine as a genocide against the Ukrainian nation. 

More than 30 persons made presentations at the fam- 
ine hearing according to ArtUkraine.com. Speakers 
included Dr. Mace, Viktor Yushchenko, Stanislav 
Kulchytsky of the National History Institute, Les Taniuk 
of the Memorial Society and many other members of 
parliament and representatives of other organizations 
researching the famine. 

The main theme of all the speeches was the need to 
recognize the famine of 1932-1933 as a genocide com- 
mitted against the Ukrainian nation and to have further 
extensive research conducted in Ukraine about the 
tragic events of the early 1930’s. 

Petro Symonenko, leader of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine gave what was undoubtedly the most contro- 
versial part of the hearing. 

The Communist leader denied the artificial nature of 
the famine and instead blamed disastrous weather con- 
ditions, the low harvest in two previous years, and the 
“heritage” of the pre-1917 period when he said fam- 
ines took place every few years. 

Even though Symonenko did acknowledge that some 
distortions took place in agricultural policy in Ukraine, 
the famine was, according to Symonenko, totally the 
fault of the local authorities who were subsequently 
punished by the Soviet Ukraine Government. 

This point of view was immediately and strongly con- 
tested by Ivan Pliushch (Demokratychni Initsiatyvy fac- 
tion) who blamed the “cruel and godless Bolshevik re- 
gime” for what happened in Ukraine during the famine. 

At the end of the Famine Hearing, Lytvyn said that 
this was only the beginning of the Rada’s discussion 
about the famine, and more events would follow. 

The Rada speaker finished the hearing by sharing 
his hope that in the near future every small Ukrainian 
town would have their own famine memorial — one 
that would knock on the heart of every Ukrainian. 


КАТЕ withdraws calls for sanctions on Ukraine 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—The Financial Action Task 
Force on Money Laundering (FATF) has decided to 
withdraw the recommendation of countermeasures 
against Ukraine for that country’s insufficient efforts 
to combat money laundering, the FATF website (http:/ 
/www1.oecd.org/fatf/) reported on Feb. 14. 

The FATF said its move was prompted by Ukraine’s 
recent enactment of “comprehensive anti-money-laun- 
dering legislation”. 

“This is a significant success for the FATF and 
Ukraine in the fight against money laundering. Close 
monitoring of implementation issues will be crucial in 
determining an appropriate time for Ukraine’s removal 
from the NCCT list,” FATF President, Jochen Sanio said. 

The FATF added, however, that Ukraine will remain 
on its list of “noncooperative countries and territories” 

until Kyiv has efficiently implemented this legislation. 

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos Pascual said on 
Feb. 10 that Ukraine has made all the necessary legis- 
lative amendments to justify removing sanctions rec- 
ommended by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
on Money Laundering, Interfax reported. 

“Tt was clear as early as at the start of 2001 which 


steps needed to be taken by the Ukrainian side [to com- 
bat money laundering]. I am pleased to note that all of 
these major steps have been taken in the past few weeks. 
Amendments were made to anti-money-laundering leg- 
islation, the Criminal Code, and laws on banking,” 
Pascual said. 

And, on Feb. 18, an International Monetary Fund offi- 
cial praised Ukraine’s adoption of tough anti-money laun- 
dering laws, urging officials to enforce them and speed 
up structural reforms to keep economic growth on track. 

Speaking after meeting with Prime Minister Viktor Ya- 
nukovych, John Odling-Smee, the IMF director for the 
former Soviet Union, also called for elimination of pref- 
erential tax privileges, payment of value-added-tax re- 
fund arrears, energy sector reforms to reduce enterprise 
losses and open finances to public scrutiny, and tighter 
banking regulations, reported the Associated Press. 

According to the IMF, Ukraine’s economy grew by 
9 percent in 2001, exceeding forecasts by 50 percent. 
Growth was fueled by a double-digit rise in industrial 
output and a bountiful grain harvest. Last year, the 
economy grew by 4.1 percent and 2003 growth is ex- 
pected to be four percent. 


Kuchma wants broad cooperation with U.S. 


(RFE/RL/Eastern Economist)— 
President Leonid Kuchma on Feb. 
17 met with U.S. Ambassador Carlos 
Pascual, UNIAN reported, quoting 
the presidential press service. 

The meeting marked the first time 
that the U.S. ambassador has met 
with Kuchma since the Kolchuga al- 
legations surfaced. 

“We are interested in broad coop- 
eration with the United States,” 
Kuchma said. 

“The program of our cooperation 
is undergoing changes — it has be- 
come more realistic,” he added. 

“Ukraine is extremely worried 
about the situation around Iraq. We 
understand that there are serious rea- 
sons to suspect the Iraqi regime of 
hiding mass-destruction weapons,” 
Kuchma noted. 


“Ukraine is ready to take part ina 
UN mission on the territory of coun- 
tries neighboring Iraq by assigning 
to the UN authority an antichemical, 
antibacteriological, and antinuclear 
battalion,” the Ukrainian leader 
pledged. 

Pascual told journalists in Kyiv 
the next day that he delivered a note 
from the U.S. government to 
Kuchma and Foreign Minister 
Anatoliy Zlenko inquiring about the 
possibility of sending such a battal- 
ion to the Persian Gulf, Interfax re- 
ported. 

The diplomat noted that such a 
unit need not take part in any mili- 
tary operations and could be put into 

action only in the event that weap- 
ons of mass destruction are used in 
any possible conflict. 


Two days earlier Ukrainian-de- 
signed AN-124-100 arrived at Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma to haul equipment 
and personnel to the Middle East. 

Volga-Dnepr Airlines was con- 
tracted to provide transportation for 
the US military. 


eA «р» 


eet Debt Free ° 


A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 


° Collectors Calling? * Wages Garnisheed? Bills Unpaid? » Credit Refused? 
Call Us Ab 
« Consumer Proposals * Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant - Trustee In Bankruptcy 


"Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 
1-800-463-3328 
#820 Sunlife Place, 10123 99 St. 


(Eastern Economist)—Deputies Borys Oliynyk from CPU and Ivan Drach 
from Our Ukraine confirmed they had a conversation with President Le- 
onid Kuchma that was allegedly recorded by ex-presidential guard Mykola 
Melnychenko. Drach said he had a talk with Kuchma in June 2000. He 
confirmed the digital recording was not faked. Oliynyk said he met Kuchma 
in early June 2000 and that the recorded voices belonged to him and Presi- 
dent Kuchma. 


Thursday, February 27, 3:30 p.m. 

The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) is 
sponsoring a lecture by Dr. Andrij Bolianovs’kyj, Senior Research 
Scholar, L’viv National University on “Ukrainian Military Formations 
in the German Armed Forces (1939-1945).” The lecture will be given 
in Ukrainian and will be followed by a presentation of his book 
Ukrains’ki viis’kovi formuvannia у zbroinykh sylakh Nimechchyny 
(1939-1945). The lecture will be held in Heritage Lounge, Athabasca 
Hall, University of Alberta. For more information, please contact: CIUS 
at: tel: (780) 492-2972; fax: (780) 492-4967; e-mail: 


EXPERIENCE UKRAINE апа EARN 
UNIVERSITY CREDITS 


UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN 
SUMMER SESSION ABROAD 
LVIV, UKRAINE 


Session Dates: June 29 — August 7, 2003 


Session Information: 

St. Thomas More College at the University of Saskatchewan in 
partnership with the Ukrainian Catholic University invites students 
from any North American University or college to participate in a 
five-week study abroad session at the Ukrainian Catholic University 
in Lviv, Ukraine. This session presents a unique opportunity to study 
Ukrainian culture, post-Soviet society in transition, and Eastern Slavic 
civilization by the way of direct experience in independent Ukraine 
while taking University of Saskatchewan courses for credit from 
University of Saskatchewan and local instructors. 


Who should apply: 

With course offerings in Humanities and Social Sciences, this session 
is aimed primarily at second and third year students interested in 
international experience and in Eastern Europe or Ukraine 
specifically. Students from other universities should register at the 
University of Saskatchewan for the summer session. 


Field of Study: Ukrainian Studies (language and culture), Religious 
Studies, Political Studies, International Studies, English and other 
disciplines 


Courses for summer 2003: 
UKR 114.3 Elementary Ukrainian I 
UKR 314.3 Advanced Ukrainian I 


UKR 211.3 20th century Ukraine 

RELST 224.3 Christian Ritual 

RELST 326.3 Christian Thought in Art 

INTNL 388.3 Independent Research (IS students only) 

*ENG 298.3 Imagining Difference: Literature and Disability Studies 
* pending approval 


For course descriptions and courses for 2004-2006 consult USTC 
coordinator 


Language of Instruction: 
English, except for Ukrainian language courses 


Prerequisites:15 university credits. 


Course work: Individual students may register for a maximum of 9 
credits during this session. Attendance in class sessions and fieldtrips 
is mandatory. 

Costs $2,640 (CAN), includes tuition, administrative costs, fieldtrips, 
room & board. 


Airfare and medical insurance are not included. 


International students and students from other universities: University 
of Saskatchewan registration fees extra. 


Application deadline: February 28, 2003. 
For application forms, contact USTC Coordinator 
Late applications may be considered 


For further information contact: 

Dr. Natalia Shostak 

Dept. of Religious Studies and Anthropology 

Coordinator, Ukrainian Studies Teaching Consortium (USTC) 
St. Thomas More College, University of Saskatchewan 

1437 College Drive, Saskatoon, SK, 57М OW6 CANADA 
Phone: (306) 966-8958, Fax: (306) 966-8904, 
natalia.shostak@usask.ca 
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U.N. Фе only answer 
to Iraq crisis 


European Union leaders meeting in Brussels Feb. 17 for an emergency 
summit endorsed a common declaration which calls upon Iraq to disarm, 
while at the same time affirming the United Nations as the sole body au- 
thorized to deal with the crisis and calling upon support for more UN 
weapons inspections. 

The EU declaration sets it apart from the United States’ aggressive stance 
and can be viewed as a victory for Europe’s “doves”, led by France and 
Germany over the “hawks,” led by Britain. 

It also follows a weekend of unprecedented anti-war demonstrations in 
EU capitals — in some cases larger than even the anti- Vietnam war dem- 
onstrations of the 1960s and 1970s. 

While the Bush administration seems determined to start a war regard- 
less of world opinion, it should nevertheless consider the latest go-slow 
messages. 

The consequences of such a war may be much more far-reaching than 
the Bush administration would have the rest of the world believe. There 
will undoubtedly be much loss of life — probably in the hundreds of thou- 
sands — mostly on the Iraqi side and the vast majority of them innocent 
victims, including women and children. 

It will create even greater resentment against the United States in the 
Arab and Muslim world. This, in turn, will lead to even more terrorist acts 
against the United States and its allies. There will be a huge economic 
cost to boot. 

There remains the unknown factor of what weapons of mass destruc- 
tion Saddam Hussein may have in his possession. He is not going to use 
them now because doing so would surely invite retaliation. However, when 
his back is to the wall, he’ll have nothing to lose. 

There is also the extremely dangerous precedent that a pre-emptive war 
by the United States will create. In 1991 the world reacted because Iraq 
invaded another-sovereign nation. World War II was started because Ger- 
many and Japan invaded other sovereign nations. In 2003 Iraq has in- 
vaded no one. 

Flawed as it may be, the United Nations still remains the best available 
vehicle to maintain world peace and provide a forum to resolve differ- 
ences without resorting to war — which in this high-tech age, must only 
be considered as a last resort. 

Unilateral U. S. action could greatly destroy the credibility of the UN 
and its ability to deal with future crises. 

Canada’s own policy appears to be confused. At times it appears Canada 
stands firmly behind the UN, at other times the government send signals 
that it may back the U.S. without U.N. approval. Canada should stop vac- 
illating and put its support firmly behind a U.N.-sanctioned solution. 


Reds discover human rights 


“POLITICAL ARRESTS IN UKRAINE. Searches, Brutal Tortures Pro- 
duce Nothing” thundered the “Ukrainian Canadian Herald”, mouthpiece 
of the Association of United Ukrainian Canadians, which has reverted to 
its Stalinist past since the 2001 coup that purged former National Presi- 
dent Yuri Moskal and his “Revisionist” buddies in the “Gang of Four”, on 
the front page of its February, 2003, edition. 

The story referred to the arrests of members of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, the Leninist Communist Union of Youth and other fellow travel- 
ers nostalgic for the Soviet past. 

We're glad our resident Reds have finally discovered the issue of hu- 
man rights in Ukraine. But where were they during the 70 years Ukraine 
was under Communist rule? 
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Flawed law sanctions 


two-tiered citizenship 


Naturalized citizens stripped of rights 


By Bohdan Klid 

On Friday (Feb. 14) Parliament’s Standing Commit- 
tee on Citizenship and Immigration will be in Edmonton 
for public hearings on Bill C-18, An Act Respecting Ca- 
nadian Citizenship. 

The proposed bill should not be passed without ma- 
jor revisions, as several sections are seriously flawed, 
especially 16-18, which grant extraordinary powers to 
the state to strip naturalized Canadians of citizenship. 
Section 16 gives the government power to accuse a natu- 
ralized citizen of committing a crime (constituting 
grounds for citizenship revocation), and then proceed 
with denaturalization in a judicial proceeding that does 
not offer the same safeguards and protections that a 
Canadian-born defendant would enjoy if faced with a 
similar charge. 

The procedure uses civil, not criminal standards, and 
allows presumption of guilt by fraud during immigra- 
tion or citizenship acquisition. The current citizenship 
law allows this practice. However, in cases where the 
law has been used against several alleged Second World 
War war criminals, the Crown has failed to prove crimi- 
nality on the part of the accused, but has proceeded with 
denaturalization anyway on the assumption that the ac- 
cused fraudulently entered Canada during immigration, 
although the government has not proven these charges 
either with any direct evidence. 

It seems wise therefore for the government to follow 
criminal standards in citizenship revocation procedures. 
Section 17 sanctions the hearing of evidence in secret 
on national security grounds or to protect sources (even 
information inadmissible in courts) in citizenship revo- 
cation proceedings, without the presence of the accused 
and her/his counsel. There are no provisions for parlia- 
mentary oversight or verifiability of secret evidence. 

Also, allowing confidential information constitutes the 
withholding of evidence, thus denying the accused due 
process. While one might expect such practices in au- 
thoritarian or totalitarian states, it is chilling to contem- 
plate secret trials in a democratic country. 

Section 18 allows the government to denaturalize a 
citizen by ministerial order within five years of natural- 
ization. Stripping anyone of citizenship in a purely bu- 
reaucratic procedure constitutes a denial of due process. 
Granting such powers to the citizenship minister should 


Commentary 


not even be considered. 

The extraordinary powers proposed in Bill C-18 
would encourage abuses against individuals or groups, 
especially in politically charged or crisis situations. 
The government of Canada has on a number of occa- 
sions abused its powers, sometimes with tragic con- 
sequences to individuals, members of minorities and 
entire ethnic communities. 

During the First World War, thousands of Ukraini- 
ans were interned as “enemy aliens.” In the Second 
World War, the entire Japanese Canadian community 
fell victim to security excesses that led to internment 
and loss of property. 

Bill C-18 hinders the development and functioning 
of Canada as a liberal democratic state and society. 
The revocation processes in the proposed bill lead to 
and even require the undermining and denial of civil 
rights of naturalized citizens, subjecting them to legal 
procedures not allowed against Canadian-born citi- 
zens. Provisions in the draft law effectively deprive 
naturalized citizens of Charter rights and undermine 
the principle that all have equal status before the law. 

The bill’s drafters have also ignored the maxim that 
the state and its functions should be constructed and 
limited by checks and balances. Critics of Bill C-18 
have claimed that it sanctions a two-tiered citizenship. 
This is true, as no Canadian-born citizen can be de- 
naturalized in the manner outlined. However, if citi- 
zenship revocation is allowed, then it should be based 
on findings of fact according to criminal, not civil stan- 
dards, and the amount of time a person could be sub- 
ject to denaturalization limited to five years after citi- 
zenship acquisition. 

According to Section 12 of the proposed Act: “All 
citizens have the same rights, powers, privileges, ob- 
ligations, duties, responsibilities and status without re- 
gard to the manner in which their citizenship was ac- 
quired.” The Parliament of Canada should rewrite this 
law on the basis of this declaratory statement. 
Bohdan Klid is vice-president of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Alberta Provincial Council This ar- 
ticle originally appeared as a “Guest Column” in the 
Edmonton Journal, Thursday, February 13, 2003. 


Will Kuchma be given “amnesty? 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

In its Feb. 8-14 edition, “Zerkalo nedeli” reviewed 
the draft bill “On Social and Legal Guarantees for the 
President of Ukraine after the Termination of [Presiden- 
tial] Powers” that was recently registered with the 
Verkhovna Rada by lawmaker Serhiy Kivalov, whom 
the weekly called a “man from the presidential entou- 
rage.” Кіуаїоу leads the Sea Party of Ukraine and is the 
rector of the Odesa State Juridical Academy. 

The draft bill, which reportedly consists of nine ar- 
ticles, proposes that the state should provide retired presi- 
dents with a dacha, car, bodyguards, the right to medi- 
cal treatment in governmental health centers, and a 
monthly pension equal to 80 percent of the president’s 
average monthly salary. 

Article 7 of the draft, titled “The Right for Tax Am- 
nesty,’ reportedly reads: “The president of Ukraine has 
the right to tax amnesty that will result in freeing the 
taxpayer from financial, administrative, and criminal 
responsibility for evading the payment of taxes and fail- 
ing to declare incomes and hard-currency funds [, as 
well as] movable and immovable property located both 
in Ukraine and outside its borders. The president of 
Ukraine...shall submit a declaration to the State Tax 
Administration of Ukraine with information about funds 
and objects of tax amnesty that will be taken as a taxa- 
tion basis for calculating tax obligations for future peri- 
ods. The information contained in the declaration of in- 
comes subject to amnesty is state property [sic!] and 
may not be made public.” This article also stipulates 
that the right to tax amnesty does not extend to assets 
defined as illegal by the 1997 international convention 
on money laundering and that such a right may be 
granted to the president only once. 

“Zerkalo nedeli” commented that giving immunity to 
President Kuchma and his capital is not a bad idea, since 
Kuchma might have abandoned his purported plans to 
install a successor that could provide him with such 
immunity in the future. Thus, the weekly concluded, 
Ukraine would have a chance of holding a free and 
democratic presidential election. However, the weekly 


also quoted the results of a recent poll by the Oleksandr 
Razumkovy Center for Political and Economic Stud- 
ies, according to which more than 81 percent of re- 
spondents are against passing a law that would give 
Kuchma immunity from criminal prosecution after the 
conclusion of his presidential tenure. 

It is noteworthy that Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko, who visited Washington in early Febru- 
ary and met with U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney 
and a number of U.S. congressmen, commented that 
the question of guarantees for Kuchma after his de- 
parture from the presidential post “cannot be side- 
stepped,” according to the Our Ukraine press service. 
Yushchenko said the goal of such guarantees would 
be to “return Ukraine to a path of democratic devel- 
opment.” 

“Most likely, it is necessary to make a political de- 
cision on guarantees for the president in order to pre- 
vent the past from obscuring [our] attention to the fu- 
ture,” Yushchenko said. “I agree that this topic is be- 
coming more and more urgent. The general back- 
ground on the eve of the presidential election [in 2004] 
is certainly comprehensible — everybody is tired on 
both sides and waiting for changes.” 

The weekly “Grani,” which is linked to the Social- 
ist Party of Oleksandr Moroz, made more far-reach- 
ing conclusions on Feb. 17 by suggesting that the is- 
sue of “amnesty” for Kuchma upon his departure — 
not only with regard to his purportedly undeclared 
capital but also to other issues, including the Kolchuga 
scandal and the killing of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
— might have been raised initially by Washington, 
which is reportedly interested in drawing Ukraine into 
an anti-Iraq coalition, especially in view of the cur- 
rent opposition of Germany, France, and Russia to U.S. 
military action against Baghdad. 

To support its conclusions, “Grani” pointed to the 
recent change of Kuchma’s tone with regard to the 
Iraq problem. The weekly stressed that in a joint state- 


ment after the Feb. 13 meeting between Kuchma and 
Cont. on P. 9 
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Action Plan 
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е Better access to doctors, nurses and other health practitioners around the clock 
е Increased home care for patients recovering from surgery 

© Reduced waiting times for diagnostic equipment 

е Relief for those facing the high costs of medication 

е Annual reporting on how your health care dollars are being invested 


For more information: 

1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) 
TTY: 1 800 465-7735 
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‘Autocephalous Orthodox 
churches vandalized 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Feb. 14, two young men and a woman vandalized 
St. Michael’s chapel of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
(UAOC) in Poltava. On Feb. 14, the UAOC Church of St. Demetrius was 
vandalized in eastern Ukrainian Kharkiv. The following day, a TV chan- 
nel in Kharkiv broadcast a film which the UAOC considers to be “preju- 
diced” towards some of Ukraine’s national churches. UAOC officials con- 
sider all these incidents to be part of an attempt by the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) “to disturb interreligious 
tolerance.” 

At about 8 p.m. Feb. 14, the three attackers in Poltava broke seven win- 
dows of the UAOC chapel. They tried to escape but were detained imme- 
diately by the police and local parishioners. It turns out the attackers live 
in the neighboring house. According to the police, they were in a state of 
alcoholic intoxication, but were still conscious and could move well. Se- 
rious injuries on their hands allowed the police to conclude that they broke 
the windows with their bare hands. 

Parishioners of the local UAOC community assume that the attack was 
fomented by priests of the UOC-MP. 

During the night the next day, unknown men broke windows in the 
UAOC Church of St. Demetrius with baseball bats. 

“The consistory of the Kharkiv апа Poltava eparchy of the UAOC be- 
lieves that “these two incidents are connected and targeted to disturb in- 
terreligious tolerance and stir up trouble in the region.” 

On Feb. 16, the commercial TV channel “Simon” in Kharkiv telecast a 
movie entitled “The Anatomy of Schism.” It was released by the press 
service of the UOC-MP, headed by Vasyl Anisimov. According to the 
consistory of the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy of the UAOC, the revival 
of national churches in Ukraine was presented in the movie in a preju- 
diced form with many distortions and insults the religious sensibilities of 
the faithful of these churches. 

The administrations of the departments on religious matters in the Poltava 
and Kharkiv regions reported to RISU that they currently have no infor- 
mation on any of these attacks. 


Religious statistics released 


(RISU.org.ua)—At a press conference on Feb. 4, Ukraine’s National 
Committee on Religious Matters released official information on the de- 
velopment of religious institutions in Ukraine in 2002 and presented sta- 
tistics on religious organizations in Ukraine for Jan. 1. 

According to this report, Ukraine is currently home to 28,567 religious 
organizations, including 27,480 religious communities that profess 54 dif- 
ferent religions. More than a thousand religious communities of the total 
number are unregistered. 

Over 2002, the number of religious organizations increased by 5.7 per 
cent, constituting 1,423 organizations, 726 (52.4 per cent) of which are 
Orthodox communities. Among these Orthodox communities, 525 (72.3 
per cent) belong to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC-MP). The total number of UOC-MP communities in Ukraine is 
10,040. 

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church ranks second with its 3,334 com- 
munities. The Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate has 3,196 
communities, the Baptist Church — 2,272, the Pentecostal Church of 
Evangelical Faith — 1,366, the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
— 1,110, the Seventh-day Adventist Church — 928, the Roman Catholic 
Church — 847, and the Charismatic Church — 790. There are also 262 
Jewish communities and 462 Muslim communities in Ukraine, 320 of 
which are in southern Ukrainian Crimea. New religious organizations in 
Ukrainian constitute 4.5 per cent of the total number. 

The number of religious buildings in Ukraine has increased by 478 and 
currently constitutes 19,112. Most religious communities, however, are 
not fully provided with church buildings. The Subcarpathian Reformed 
Church is the only religious organization whose needs in church build- 

ings are completely satisfied. 

Today, 2,232 religious buildings are being built in Ukraine, among which 
439 are funded by the state. Ukraine is also home to 26,000 religious 
ministers, 704 of whom are foreigners. 


Local official comments on 
religious situation in Lviv region 


(RISU.org.ua)—Vasy] Bilous, head of the Lviv regional Department on 
Religious Matters, said at a press conference on Feb. 6 that the Lviv re- 
gion remains the most religious region of Ukraine. According to Bilous, 
the Lviv region is home to more than 10 per cent of all registered religious 
organizations in Ukraine. 

Today, the Lviv region has 2,750 registered religious communities, rep- 
resenting 46 different religions. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
has 55 per cent of the total number of religious communities, Orthodox 
churches — 30 per cent, Protestant churches — more than 7 per cent, and 
the Roman Catholic Church — 5 per cent. 

In 2002, no religious organization in the Lviv region had its registration 
suspended. There were cases, however, when certain communities shifted 
to different jurisdictions, in particular the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Kyivan Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

Bilous also mentioned the request by Viktor Chernomyrdin, Russian 
ambassador to Ukraine, to grant the local community of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate a plot of land in the “Hill of Glory” 
area in Lviv for the construction of a new church. He said that this area is 
a historic monument of national value and only the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine will be able to solve this issue. In addition, Bilous expressed 
his surprise at the request, because it did not belong to an ambassador’s 

competence. He explained that the right for construction is given to regis- 
tered communities and not embassies. 


Cont. from P. 1 


Vladimir and Olga Cathedral, Holy 
Family Nursing Home and at St. 
Joseph’s Parish, a fundraising din- 
ner at Holy Eucharist Parish Cen- 
tre, a visit to Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School and a personal meet- 
ing with Lt.-Gov. Peter Liba. Met- 
ropolitan Michael Bzdel said a high- 
light was a visit with a group of ab- 
original children who were awed by 
the religious leader, his flowing 
beard and the posokh, or staff, he 
carries. 

“He was telling them the story of 
St. Nicholas and they wanted to 
know if his beard was real,” Bzdel 
said. “One little boy reached up and 
gave it a tug.” While the purpose of 
this trip was to unite Ukrainian 
Catholics and let them know they 
are a welcome part of the fold, Husar 
spoke to the challenges facing all 
churches in a modern, uncertain 
world. Choosing his words care- 
fully, resting his hand on his staff, 
he shared his thoughts on war, loss 
of faith and the need for traditional 
churches to go out and search for 
those who are lost. 

“Tt is always, I think, important 
for anybody to feel he is a member 
of a greater body,” he said, sipping 
a glass of water, his tone even and 
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Patriarch Husar visits Winnipeg 
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PHOTO — EMILE PICKLYK AND PROGRESS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NEWS 
His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar welcomed in Winnipeg. 


measured. “We feel that this is im- 
portant because having that and be- 
ing conscious of it means they can 
share it with others.” 

He urged caution in encounters 
with big box “seeker churches.” 


“They usually respond to one or 
another human need,” he said. “It is 
something that lacks foundation. I 
think this is why the great churches 
have stayed in existence. They have 
tried globally to address the needs 


PHOTO — EMILE РІСКІУК AND PROGRESS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NEWS 
His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar with families in Winnipeg. 


of people.” 

In the post-Sept. 11, pre-war 
world, Husar sees more people re- 
turning to their churches and exam- 
ining their faith. “There is a certain 
tendency because of all the dangers 
facing us that people are taking faith 
more seriously. I think there is much 
more interest in mainstream reli- 
gion. There has been secularization 
against God, it has left people with- 
out answers. I would not say they 
are flocking back to church. They 
have lost their bearings and they 
need to be welcomed back.” 

With that, the patriarch of Ukrai- 
nian Catholics everywhere gets to 
his feet, leans on his posokh and 
makes his way down a hallway filled 
with priests and dignitaries. There’s 
a lieutenant-governor waiting and 
hundreds of faithful to reassure be- 
fore he sleeps. 


Permanent Synod of UGCC bishops held in Rome 


(RISU.org.ua)—A meeting of the Permanent Synod 
of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC) was held from Feb. 3-6 in Rome. The UGCC 
hierarchs gathered to discuss the problems of the beati- 
fication of Ukrainian confessors of the faith, as well as 
the religious situation in Ukraine. 

On Feb. 5, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the 
UGCC, and members of the Synod met with Cardinal 
Jose Saraiva Martins, prefect of the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints, and Archbishop Edward Nowak, 
secretary of the Congregation. 

During this meeting, the UGCC bishops discussed 
the problems that arise in the process of beatification 
and canonization. Special attention was focused on the 
beatification of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, which 
has now entered its final stage. 

In addition, the Ukrainian hierarchs presented a list 


of new martyrs of the UGCC whose beatification pro- 
cesses will be started shortly. All necessary documents 
for the beatification of Cardinal Josyf Slipyj were also 
submitted to the congregation’s officers. 

On Feb. 5, members of the UGCC Permanent Synod 
of Bishops met with Cardinal Walter Kasper, president 
of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, 
and other representatives of the council. Both sides 
stressed the peculiarity of the religious situation in 
Ukraine, which is home to many different religions. 
According to the participants of the meeting, the Ukrai- 
nian churches should overcome obstacles on their way 
to unity in order to prevent further splits and divisions. 

Finally, the Ukrainian hierarchs also considered some 
organizational issues connected with a new synod in 
September 2003, in which all the UGCC bishops from 
Ukraine and the Diaspora are expected to participate. 


Rada won’t consider new religious bill before July 


(RISU.org.ua)—Oleksandr Zaiets, director of the In- 
stitute of Religious Freedom, said on Feb. 12 that the 
Ukrainian Parliament didn’t include the legislative bill 
“On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine "Оп Freedom ої 
Conscience and Religious Organizations” on the agenda 
of the Third Session, which was approved on Feb. 4. 

According to Zaiets, this means that the Ukrainian Par- 
liament will not consider the legislative bill during ple- 
nary sessions from February to July 2003, even though 
it has already been submitted to the Parliament. The bill 
will be considered during plenary sessions only after it 
is passed by a majority of the 226 national deputies. 

Nevertheless, according to Zaiets, the National Com- 
mittee on Religious Matters continues to lobby for this 
bill and conducts meetings and consultations with poli- 
ticians and heads of churches and religious organiza- 
tions, trying to win their support. 


The legislative bill “On Amendments to the Law of 
Ukraine ‘On Freedom of Conscience and Religious 
Organizations’” was prepared by the National Com- 
mittee on Religious Matters of Ukraine and submitted 
to the Parliament by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
on July 1, 2002. According to Zaiets, it had immedi- 
ately aroused negative reaction from Christian 
churches, religious organizations and citizens of 
Ukraine. He gave as evidence the fact that they sent 
numerous letters to the Ukrainian Parliament and the 
National Committee on Religious Matters. According 
to Zaiets, the reason for such a reaction is that this leg- 
islative bill is targeted at the restriction of the freedom 
of conscience and rights of religious organizations. In 
addition, Zaiets says that it also gives corresponding 
executive bodies the right to interfere in legal activi- 
ties of churches and religious organizations. 
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Scene from “A Musical Tapestry for the Soul” . 


Verkhovyna performs 
А Musical Tapestry for the Soul” 


(UkrNews)—The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and 
Dance Ensemble performed “A Musical Tapestry for 
the Soul” to sold-out audiences at the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex in Edmonton, Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. 

“A Musical Tapestry for the Soul” weaves music, 
song and dance together to capture the beauty of Ukrai- 
nian tradition and culture. 

People throughout history have used these three ele- 
ments to touch the spirit within themselves. Music as- 
sists in expressing internal emotions, may it be love, 
sadness, or joy. Song has been used as a form of 
archiving historical events and stories. Dance has been 
inspired by the diversity of its folklore to express the 
human spirit. together music, song, and dance are a 
spiritual realm that rejuvenates... the soul. 

The performances included appearances by special 
guest stars Dr. Andrij Hornjatkevyc, Dr. Brian Cherwick 
and The Kubasonics. 

The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and Dance En- 
semble is comprised of the Verkhovyna Choir, Dunai 
Dancers, and Verkhovyna School of Ukrainian Dance. 
The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and Dance Ensemble 
is the cultural arm of the Ukrainian Youth Association 


(CYM). The Ensemble has traveled extensively per- 
forming for appreciative audiences in Canada, USA, 
and Brazil. Its main goal is to preserve and promote 
the Ukrainian nation’s rich musical history through 
songs and dances. 

Dr. Hornjatkevyc holds a doctorate of philosophy in 
Slavic languages and literature from the University of 
California in Berkeley. Since coming to Edmonton, Dr. 
Hornjatkevyc has been working at the University of 
Alberta (Slavic languages and Cultural Studies) as well 
as the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies. 

Dr. Cherwick is among the leading figures in Ukrai- 
nian folk music today. He has performed throughout 
North America, Europe, and Ukraine as a soloist, with 
folk ensembles, and as a leader of his own speed-folk 
band, The Kubasonics. 

The Kubasonics are a six-piece speed-folk band that 
performs wild thrash polkas, funky folk fusions, and 
hauntingly beautiful instrumental excursions based on 
centuries old Ukrainian musical traditions. their music 
features over a dozen exotic folk instruments and their 
combination of high caliber musical performance and 
wacky stage antics never fails to capture a crowd. 


сумт5 UKRAINIAN TRAVEL SERVICE 


шого WELCOME TO UKRAINE 


vel Service 
We are happy to present 
Exclusive Fully Escorted First Class Tours 


with All-inclusive Meals. 


We propose different itineraries - Visit Kyiv, Lviv, Chernihiv, 
Uzhhorod, Chernivtsi, Kolomiya, Yalta and many other cities; try 
Ukrainian food and great wines; be part of folklore iOrahy celebra- 
tion in Hutsulshchyna and many more! 


Get discounts — put together your group of 10 or more 


Contact us by phone, fax, mail or e-mail, or Check our website 

for dates and prices , or Contact your travel agent 

Tel/fax: +650 871 1769 web site: www.visitukraine.info 
e-mail: info@visitukraine.info 


Will Kuchma be given “amnesty? 
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Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
both politicians said they are going “to take 
specific measures to resolve the Iraq crisis.” 
The weekly quoted Kuchma’s statement about 
Ukraine’s readiness to provide a chemical- 


Birth rate up first time in 15 years 
(RFE/RL)—The birthrate in Ukraine in 2002 
grew year-on-year by 3 percent, Interfax re- 
ported on Feb. 12, quoting the Justice Minis- 
try. The birthrate in Ukraine had fallen con- 
sistently since 1987. Nevertheless, there were 
nearly twice as many deaths as births in the 
country last year (754,915 versus 392,524). 


Yanukovych may run 


(Eastern Economist)—Premier Viktor 
Yanukovych has admitted he might run for 
the presidency in 2004. In an interview with 
ICTV Feb. 12, he also said the government 
would first pay off wage arrears and conduct 
reforms in the communal sector. 


“Bourgeois” candidates 

(RFE/RL)—Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko told journalists in Kyiv on Feb. 
18 that “the idea of putting forward a single 
candidate from the opposition forces in the 
future presidential election is fallacious,” 
UNIAN reported. According to Symonenko, 
both Our Ukraine and the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc are “bourgeois parties” that represent 
“rightist-bourgeois and nationalist-bourgeois 


forces” in Ukraine. “One needs to take areal- “ 


istic look at things: It’s impossible to propose 
a single candidate from such different forces,” 
Symonenko said. 


protection battalion for a possible United 
Nations-sanctioned mission “on the territory 
of countries neighboring Iraq.” 

“Grani” also noted that U.S. officials have 
recently fallen silent on the two issues that 
not so long ago seemed to be of utmost im- 
portance for Washington in its relations with 
the official Kyiv: the Kolchuga sale allega- 
tions and the investigation into the death of 
Gongadze. According to the weekly, the new 
geopolitical expediency has forced Washing- 
ton to put-these issues in a box and seek “am: 
пезгу" for Kuchma for any unseemly deeds 
that he may have done or authorized. 

It is also strange, "Стапі" opined, that the 
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laun- 
dering (FATF) withdrew its call for interna- 
tional financial sanctions against Ukraine just 
two months after it was officially voiced. 
"Отапі" said no serious measures could be 
taken by international financial institutions 
within this time to discover whether Ukrai- 
nian banks and individuals were actually in- 
volved in money-laundering operations, let 
alone to prevent them. According to the Ukrai- 
nian weekly, the FATF withdrew its recom- 
mendation of sanctions against Ukraine un- 
der pressure from the administration of U.S. 
President George W. Bush, which is report- 
edly seeking to repair relations with Kuchma 
in the face of the Iraq crisis. 

“Grani’ concluded its article on “amnesty” 
for Kuchma with a half-mocking and half- 
serious assertion that now, given this new tum 
in U.S. policies vis-a-vis Kuchma, the Ukrai- 
nian president will not need any legislative 
amnesties” and guarantees of immunity be- 
cause he can easily provide for such guaran- 
tees himself by arranging his re-election fora 
third term. 


Executive Administrator 


St. Petro Mohyla Institute is a Ukrainian non-profit organization 
serving the Saskatchewan community and post-secondary 
students through housing, cultural activities and community 
programming. Situated three blocks from the University of 
Saskatchewan, it provides room and board for 55 residents and 
acts as a base for various cultural, recreational and educational 
programs. 


The Board of Directors is currently recruiting for an Executive 
Administrator. In addition to managing the day-to-day operations 
with a staff of four this position also works closely with the Board 
on budgeting, student recruitment, program development and 
fund raising. Planning and operating a five-week summer 
Ukrainian language immersion program for high school students 
is also part of the mandate. 


Candidates must have strong communications and interpersonal 
skills in dealing with students and the public at large. A Ukrainian 
Orthodox background and knowledge of the Ukrainian language 
and culture would be a definite asset. Administrative experience 
and computer skills are preferred. 


Interested candidates are asked to submit their resume and cover 
letter on why they are interested in applying for the position to: 


The Board of Directors 
St. Petro Mohyla Institute 
1240 Temperance Sireet 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 57М ОРІ o7 
e-mail at: mohyla@sasktel.net Website: www.mohyla.ca 
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Appointment by referral 
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Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
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Речник громадянських прав Польщі 
підтримав вимоги українців 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

У Польщі знову заговорили про проблеми україн - 
ської меншини. Приводом стало звернення польсь - 
кого Речника громадянських прав професора Цоля 
до прем'єр-міністра країни Лешека Міллера з про-- 
ханням розглянути вимоги Об'єднання Українців 
Польщі. Ось уже понад 10 років польські громадяни 
українського походження очікують від держави 
прийняття закону про реприватизацію відібраних у 
1949 році земель та нерухомостей, а також відшко-- 
дувань для в'язнів концтабору Явожно. Нагадаймо, 
що у 1947-49 роках комуністична польська влада 
провела так звану акцію "Вісла" - примусового 
переселення 150 тисяч українців з батьківських 
земель на сході Польщі на понімецькі території, які 
дісталися полякам після поразки гітлерівської Ні- 
меччини. Акція "Вісла" супроводжувалась поз- 
бавленням українців громадянських прав, кон- 
фіскацією майна та ув'язненням представників 
інтелігенції 1 духовенства у концтаборі Явожно. До 
сьогоднішнього дня Польща не компенсувала цієї 
кривди, завданої своїм українським співгромадянам. 

Спроби української меншини у Польщі досягти 
правди і справедливості мають уже біль ніж 10- 
літню історію. Ще восени 1992 року Об'єднання 
Українців Польщі передало польському Сеймові 
концепцію дій по ліквідації наслідків операції 
"Вісла". Однак, за 10 років польські політичні еліти 
не тільки не взялися до ліквідації самих наслідків 
заподіяної українцям кривди, але й не спромоглися 
дати однозначну оцінку причин та наслідків операції 
"Вісла". Саме про це й написали представники 
української меншини до Речника громадянських 
прав професора Анджея Цоля у зверненні з нагоди 
55 річниці акції "Вісла" у жовтні минулого року. І 
ось, розглянувши цю справу, професор Цоль визнав 
слушність вимог польських українців 1 попросив 
розглянути їх прем'єр-міністра Лешека Міллєра. І 
хоч рішення Речника не є обов'язковими для органів 
державної влади, однак сама інституція є aBTO— 


ритетом, з яким рахуються і президент, і прем'єр, і 
парламент. Тому польські українці із втіхою 
прийняли вістку про звернення Речника до прем'єра. 

Говорить секретар Об'єднання Українців Польщі 
Петро Тима: «Я думаю, що треба відзначити, що це 
перший офіційний виступ у справі прав громадян 
Польщі українського походження, які мають CTO— 
сунок як до проблем історичного минулого і нап- 
равлення кривди, пов'язаної з акцією Вісла, і так 
виразний, де вказано, що це є проблема, яку слід 
вирішити на найвищому рівні. Досі ці питання 
порушувалися на засіданні комісії національних 
меншин, інколи були винесені окремими депутатами, 
натомість ніколи на рівні прем'єр-міністра це не 
було так озвучене». 

Щоправда, пан Тима усвідомлює, що звернення 
професора Цоля не вирішить усіх проблем, але є 
надія, що воно спричиниться хоч би до вирішення 
найнагальнішої з них. На сьогодні серед живих 
залишилося тільки 168 осіб, які без судового вироку 
були ув'язнені в концтаборі Явожно. З огляду навік 
і стан здоров'я щороку їх стає все менше і тому 
особливо важливо, щоби в першу чергу ця група 
потерпілих зазнала торжества справедливості і 
отримала хоч би символічну компенсацію за свої 
страждання - вважає Петро Тима. 

«Важко тут знайти компроміс, є дуже сильний 
опір політичних еліт проти схвалення закону і 
повернення майна, забраного в часи комунізму. Але 
я думаю, що можна тут оптимістично закладати, що 
проблема в'язнів Явожна повинна вирішитися 
завдяки тій заяві Речника». 

Сама заява професора Цоля має велике значення. 
Але зроблена вона, видається, трохи запізно, 
оскільки рік відзначення акції "Вісла" минув, зате 
розпочався рік відзначення антипольської акції YIIA 
на Волині. В цей рік поляки більш охоче будуть 
згадувати про те, чим їм завинили українці, а не 
навпаки. 


Новий проект на Івано-Франківщині 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Асоціація економічного розвитку спільно з Радою 
туризму Карпатського регіону розпочала новий 
проект на Івано-Франківщині. Спрямований він на 
побудову мережі туристично-рекреаційний малих 
та середніх підприємств в одному з найкращих 
відпочинкових місць Прикарпатті - місті Яремчі. 

Відразу кілька організацій - Рада з туризму 
Карпатського регіону, обласна організація Спілки 
сприяння розвитку сільського зеленого туризму та 
Програма економічного розвитку громад проекту 
Українсько-канадського бізнес-центру в місті Івано- 
Франківську - об'єдналися довкола нового проекту, 
розпочатого Асоціацією економічного розвитку 
Івано-Франківщини. Проект має назву "Створення 
життєздатного інституційного середовища та меха-- 
нізмів для сталого розвитку сільських громад Apem— 
чі через розвиток туристичної індустрії". Незважа- 
ючина таке складне для малих підприємців форму-- 
лювання, проект покликаний розвивати інфраструк - 
туру відпочинкових господарств в одному з 
найкращих рекреаційних місць регіону - місті 
Яремчі. Це мало б пожвавити економічні процеси, 
піднести на новий рівень економіку Яремчанської 
зони. 

Координатор проектів Асоціації економічного 
розвитку Івано-Франківщини Геннадій Русанов так 
охарактеризував новий проект: "Метою цього 
проекту є створення комплексної стратегії розвитку 
яремчанського мікрорегіону, всіх його громад, а 
також створення інституційної бази як для розвитку 
громадянського суспільства, так і для розвитку 
туристичної індустрії, яка об'єктивно є однією з 
найбільш важливих для цього регіону". 

Варто також наголосити, що Асоціація еконо-- 
мічного розвитку з початку своєї діяльності здійс- 
нила ряд успішних проектів у напрямку розвитку 
туризму на Прикарпатті. Велику роль для успішного 
здійснення програм відіграло розуміння мети 
проектів територіальними громадами та владними 
структурами. На жаль, в Яремчі, як і в інших 
рекреаційних зонах українських Карпат, існує цілий 
ряд проблем, зокрема, дотаційність місцевого бюд-- 
жету, високий рівень безробіття, низький рівень 
розвитку соціальної інфраструктури, недостатній 
обсяг і якість туристичних послуг та продуктів. 
Саме їх бодай частково покликаний вирішити новий 
проект. В межах проекту передбачається: розробити 
стратегію розвитку громад та мікрорегіону за учас-- 
тю влади, громадськості та представників бізнесу, 
створити Фонди розвитку громад та об'єднати їх в 


інституційну мережу, налагодити постійну спів-- 
працю органів місцевого самоврядування, інституцій 
громадянського суспільства та бізнесу, створити 
туристичні інформаційні центри при Фондах роз- 
витку громад. 

Марія Ковалів, заступник голови Асоціації еконо-- 
мічного розвитку Івано-Франківщини так сформу-- 
лювала завдання проекту: "На наш погляд, реалізація 
цього проекту є дуже важливою, тому що в межах 
проекту передбачається розробити стратегії сталого 
розвитку громад мікрорегіону, участь в розробці цих 
стратегій місцеві уряди громадськість та бізнес". 

Розроблені стратегії розвитку громад будуть пе- 
редбачати реалізацію самостійних програм та 
проектів, а також сприяти залученню зовнішні 
інвестиції в розвиток туристичної галузі мікро- 
регіону. Передбачається, що утворені Фонди po3— 
витку громад та туристичні інформаційні центри 
будуть не тільки осередками громадської актив- 
ності, але й фінансово життєздатними інституціями. 
Основне фінансування проект отримує від 
Карпатського Фонду, а також передбачається залу-- 
чення вже як в першому, так і в другому році 
реалізації проекту коштів від місцевого бюджету. 


Жовтим Водам загрожує 
екологічна катастрофа 


(Deutsche У/еПе)- Через затоплення уранової 
шахти, яка не експлуатується вже майже рік, місто 
Жовті Води може вже за кілька тижнів охопити 
масштабна екологічна катастрофа. Експерти гово- 
рять про небезпеку забруднення великих водних 
артерій регіону. 

За кілька останніх місяців вода в урановій шахті 
"Нова" піднялась на 300 метрів, затопила головну 
насосну станцію і дісталася з'єднувального тунелю 
з іншою урановою шахтою. Там вода змішується із 
залишками радіоактивної руди та сіркою. За 
словами Віктора Івергіна - головного санітарного 
лікаря міста - у річці Жовтій вже зараз підвищується 
рівень сіркової кислоти та радіонуклідів. Далі 
забруднення може потрапити в річку Інгулець та 
водосховище, звідки питну воду бере Кривий Ріг. 
Якщо ж вода вийде на поверхню, вона спричинить 
зсуви на видобувному кар'єрі, по краях якого 
розташовані кілька тисяч будинків. Контролювати 
ситуацію стає дедалі важче, адже працівникам 
копальні більше року не платять зарплату, а борг за 
електрику сягнув 8 мільйонів гривень. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські Вісті, February 19 - March 4, 2003, 19 лютого - 4 березня, 2003 


11 


UCSS (Edmonton) celebrates 25 years of service 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian 
Social Services have had a huge im- 
pact on Edmonton’s Ukrainian Com- 
munity said the City’s Mayor at a 
banquet celebrating the 25" anniver- 
sary of that organization, Feb. 1 

“The humanitarian award you re- 
ceived last year from the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress also speaks vol- 
umes about what you’ve contributed 
in the last 25 years,” said Bill Smith, 
who was the keynote speaker at the 
event, held at St. Basil’s Cultural 
Centre in Edmonton. 

“Tt’s great to know that you show 
no signs of letting up. 

“The thousands of dollars you 
raised to help the victims of the Air 
show disaster in Ukraine were yet 
another sign that you’re always there 
to help. And it shows the interna- 
tional community that Edmon- 
tonians care about people far and 
wide,” he added. 

Mayor Smith also noted that 
Ukrainian-Canadians were instru- 
mental in building the city, province 
and country and “remain vital to our 
success today”’. 

On behalf of the provincial gov- 
ernment, Gene Zwozdesky, Minis- 
ter of Community Development, 
said “the real success of your orga- 
nization lies with its people and the 
invaluable services you provide to 
people in Ukraine, new immigrants 
to Alberta ... people who are poor, 


sick, old or isolated... people who 
need translation services or counsel- 
ing, citizenship preparation or some- 
times just a friend.” 

“Tn short, when someone from the 
Ukrainian community has a need, 
UCSS is there to fill it.” 

“Alberta was built with the cour- 
age and strength of individuals from 
almost every part of our world. 
Albertans of Ukrainian ancestry ex- 
emplify the spirit of Canada’s pio- 
neers and the work ethic that has 
contributed so greatly to Alberta’s 
success,” he added. 

UCSS President Bill Diachuk out- 
lined the history of the organization 
in Edmonton, starting with its incep- 
tion in 1977 by a group of people 
including: Dr. Roman Petryshyn, 
Ihor Broda, Anna Sirman. Yarko 
Skrypnyk and Lileia Wolanska. 

Dr. Petryshyn headed the first ex- 
ecutive, which also included: Dr. 
Bohdan Medwidsky, Vice President; 
Kristina Yendyk, Secretary; Anna; 
Sirman, Treasurer; V. Boyko, Bud 
Conway and Zan Matishak, Direc- 
tors. 

The early years were devoted to 
establishing relations with senior 
centres and providing services to cli- 
ents in Ukrainian. 

During the 1980s UCSS re- 
sponded to the challenges presented 
by a new immigration from Poland 
with settlement assistance to several 


see 
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Presentation of С ertificates of Appreciation. Left to Right: SS Vice President Mack Skoreyko, Luba eduschak, Helen 


Tymoczko, Alberta Community Development Minister Gene Zwozdesky, Olga Diachuk and Edmonton Mayor Bill Smith. 


hundred people who are now in- 
volved in community organization 
and churches, Diachuk noted. 

In the 1990s UCSS helped resettle 
refugees from Bosnia/Hercegovina 
and between 1993 and 2000 assisted 
some 400 people without any finan- 
cial assistance from any government. 

Recently, through the Wildrose 
Foundation, UCSS delivered 


Dr. Yereniuk awarded Jubilee Medal 


(UkrNews)—MP Judy Wasylycia — Leis, MP, 
honoured 21 constituents of Winnipeg North Centre 
with the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal on Dec. 8. 

Among the recipients was Dr. Roman Yereniuk, a 
well-known and respected educator and community 
leader in Winnipeg. Each honouree was introduced with 
a citation, followed by the pinning of the medal and 
presentation of the scroll. 

In addition, Wasylycia - Leis repeated the ceremony 
for the various honourees, at functions in their respec- 
tive communities. Dr. Yereniuk thus was honoured 
again at the dinner program of the annual Jordan Feast 
Dinner on Jan.18 at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Winnipeg. 

The citation for Dr. Yereniuk said he was recognized 
for his volunteer work and commitment to multicultur- 
alism, education, church work, and international aid. 

He was a longtime executive member of the Manitoba 


Intercultural Council, a former chairperson of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress — Manitoba Council and a 
prominent executive member of the Ukrainian-English 
Bilingual education system in Manitoba. 

“Roman also has been most dedicated to his faith 
community — the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada at the national, diocesan and local levels. 

As a respected educator and administrator at St. 
Andrew’s College University of Manitoba), Roman has 
presented papers and represented Manitoba at various 
national conferences and symposia. Most recently 
(1999 —2002), he has served as an international educa- 
tion consultant to three city school divisions in Ukraine. 

“Tn 2001, Roman initiated a special international aid 
plan entitled ‘Project Liubov — Love’ to assist needy 
children, especially orphans and street kids, in Ukraine. 

“Leaders like Roman Yereniuk make Canada a bet- 
ter country,” said Wasylycia-Leis. 


Mayba receives Golden Jubilee Award 


(UkrNews)—Dec. 16 at the Gateway Community 
Centre in Winnipeg Bonnie Mitchelson, MLA for River 
East, presented Helen Mayba with the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee Medal, which marks the 50th anniversary of 
her Majesty’s accession to the throne. 

Mayba has had a distinguished career, firstly as a 
public school teacher and alter as a school trustee in 
the River East School Division for 26 years. She was 
also a piano teacher for Konrad’s Conservatory of 
Music, a leader in the Brownies, Vice President Melrose 
Community Club, treasurer of the Trouverz Children’s 
Choir, president of Lesia Ukrainka Society at Ukrai- 
nian National Home, advisory board member to the 
Concordia Hospital Foundation, president of Lesia 
Ukrainka Women’s Association at Holy Trinity Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Cathedral, treasurer of the Women’s 
Canadian Ukrainian Committee, Winnipeg Branch of 

UCC, board member of the Osvita Foundation for the 
promotion of the Ukrainian language and culture, board 
member of the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational 
Centre of Winnipeg, Oseredok, executive member of 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral and chair- 
man of the Cathedral Ukrainian School Committee, 
treasurer of the Ukrainian Women’s Association of 
Canada, auditor of the Ukrainian Women’s Associa- 
tion of Canada at provincial level, treasurer of the Na- 
tional Executive of the Ukrainian Women’s Associa- 
tion of Canada, member of the choir at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Winnipeg, member 
of the Winnipeg Art Gallery and member of the 
Women’s Committee of the Winnipeg Symphony Or- 

chestra, board member of the Winnipeg Music Festi- 
val and chairman of the operations committee, chair- 
man of the board of the Hoosli Ukrainian Folk En- 
semble, Men’s Choir. 

She initiated and supported the bilingual school pro- 


gram in the River East School Division for Ukrainian, 
German and French immersion. In 1999, she was 
awarded an honorary diploma from Miles Macdonell 
Collegiate in Winnipeg in appreciation and recogni- 
tion of her contribution to the education of students. 
She promoted school programs in music, choral sing- 
ing, and band programs. She was recognized by the 
River East School Division for her contribution to the 
division and the music theater at Miles Macdonell Col- 
legiate was named the Helen Mayba Music Theatre. 


Bonnie Mitchelson presents the Jubilee Award to Helen 
Mayba. 


$30,000 to the Nadiya Project in 
Lviv to fund rehabilitation programs 
for children who have cerebral palsy. 

It also purchased a permanent of- 
fice with the assistance of the gov- 
ernment of Alberta’s Community 
Facility Enhancement. 

“This past year in response to 
some public request after the July 
2002 air tragedy in Lviv during the 
Air Show our society established a 
public campaign and $25,000 was 
raised to match the $25,000 grant 
that the Hon. Minister Eugene 
Zwozdesky presented to us at the 


Annual Ukrainian Day on August 
11, and in October Ivanna Szewezuk 
traveled to Ukraine and distributed 
the money to the survivors and vic- 
tims,” Diachuk added. 

During the evening Certificates of 
Appreciation were presented to 
Smith, Zwozdesky, Helen S. 
Tymoczko, L.L.B., Luba Feduschak 
and Olga Diachuk. 

As in previous years, UCSS pre- 
sented the most recent immigrants 
from Ukraine with their families, 
whom the organization helped re- 
settle in Canada. 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


ДА 
лаз 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 


Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


УВАГА ЧЛЕНИ CCYK! 


UCSS ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD 
ON SATURDAY, APRIL 05, 2003, 2:00 p.m. 
at the St. George's Parish Hall 11301 - 95A Street 
(St. George's Church basement) 


Запрошуємо членство і всю громаду до участі 
у річних зборах 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


CCYK -це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


8.4.5 Tours Ltd 


77705-1554А Street Edmonton, Alberta TSM 1715 


780-415-5633 


http://www.tourukraine.com 


Ukraine for 2003. 


Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Zabava Program 
on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. 
and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


UKRAINE 


June 12 - 27 - Join us on a 16 day all-inclusive tour ; 
of Western Ukraine. Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


June 27 - July 9 - Here is an exciting 2 week Cruise ! 
on the Dnipro River and Black Sea. 


June 12 - July 9 - А 28 day Ukrainian Holiday 
of a lifetime. A 16 day all-inclusive tour of 
Western Ukraine followed by a 2 week 
cruise on the Dnipro River and Black Sea. 


July 15 - Our final all-inclusive tour of Western 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY 


Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


Escorted by Patricia Tomkins 
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Український танкер біля 
берегів Бразилії захоплювали 
пірати зі стажем 


(Громадське Радіо )- -Тіло моряка Олега Велева, якого вбили пірати 
під час нападу на українське судно, за кілька днів перевезуть до 
України. Інцидент стався 7 лютого поблизу берегів Бразилії. 3a 
словами українського вще-консула у Бразилії, це був перший напад 
на українське судно у бразильських територіальних водах. 

Із сімнадцяти українських моряків, які були на судні, одного пірати 
убили. Також вони важко поранили помічника капітана Андрія 
Шашеріна. Зараз він ще знаходиться у бразильській лікарні. За 
словами українського віце-консула в Бразилії Олеся Наточія, уже на 
наступному тижні моряка випишуть. 

"Через 20 хвилин була поліція, i через 20 хвилин була швидка 
допомога. Тому терміново зробили операцію нашому громадянину. 
Зараз його життю нічого не загрожує, на наступному тижні його 
випишуть вже з лікарні. Терміново була зроблена операція в 
бразильській лікарні, встигли", - повідомив український віце-консул. 

Інцидент стався ще 7 лютого, проте бразильська поліція не 
повідомила одразу представників української амбасади. Після нападу 
танкер та його команду охороняє бразильська поліція. 

Як повідомив Олесь Наточуй: "Решта моряків знаходиться на судні. 
Цілодобово чергує озброєна поліція, три поліцейських їх охороняють. 
Поки судно буде стояти на рейді Порто де Сантоса, буде весь час троє 
поліцейських озброєних чергувати. Просто 1 посольство просило, і 
капітан звернулись одразу до поліції, щоб захистили. Відкрито 
кримінальну справу 8 лютого. Шукають цих піратів, але офіційно 
ніякої інформації посольство не отримало". 

На думку віце-консула, морські злочинці помилково напали на судно. 
На той час воно було порожнім. Олесь Наточій стверджує, що 
працювали пірати зі стажем: "Все було продумано. І тільки почувши 
аварійний сигнал, який включив один з членів екіпажу, пірати покинули 
корабель". 

Це українське судно найняла одна з компаній Бразилії, тому Олесь 
Наточій каже, що охорону в наступних рейсах має забезпечувати 
бразильська сторона. Поки танкер ще знаходиться у порту, але вже до 
кінця наступного тижня він вийде в море. 


У Харкові дітей змушують 
харчуватися у шкільних їдальнях 


(Громадське Радіо) Скандал розгорівся навколо харківських шкіл 
- принаймні у двох школах міста дітей годують силоміць. Як кажуть 
учні, їх щоденно примушують здавати по гривні на несмачні обіди. 
Батьки вважають, що вказівка надходить від районних відділів освіти. 

В 55-тій школі Київського району Харкова батькам про те, що їхніх 
дітей будуть примушувати їсти в шкільній їдальні, заявили просто на 
зборах. При цьому було оголошено, що якщо до їдальні не захоче йти 
ніхто, дітей на обід будуть призначати за алфавітом. 

Діти твердять, що не хочуть відвідувати їдальню, бо там несмачно 
готують. Часто вони просто здають гривню на обід, але обідати не 
йдуть. Проте така практика не влаштовує батьків. Мати одного з учнів 
розповідає: "Виходить так, що ми повинні здавати гроші на їжу, а їдять 
вони чи ні - це нікого не хвилює. Діти лякаються. Наприклад, моя 
дитина сказала, що йому обов'язково треба їсти, їх призначають. Коли 
язапитала у вчительки, вона сказала, що так розпорядився директор". 

Проте директор школи Ірина Дементьєва твердить, що ніякого 
розпорядження не давала і взагалі про таке чує вперше. Від зустрічі з 
журналістами вона відмовилася, пояснивши це тим, що таке 
спілкування не йде на користь школі. Te, що дітей змушують ходити 
до їдальні, рішуче заперечили і в районному відділі освіти - але часу, 
на те щоб зустрітися з журналістами, там теж не знайшли. 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
Якщо ні, то: 
Кер = Sa й 5 
упіть їм передплату на 
7 «Українські вісті» 
«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 
Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 
Name: 


Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 

В Канаді: 
іни: 


P.Code 


1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST")) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 
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"Через кілька місяців 
розпочнеться виборча кампанія" 


Розмова з Віктором Ющенком, лідером "Нашої України" 


Валентин Лабунський, Роман Лунь, 
Нью-Йорк - Вашингтон, Львівська Газета 

Такого ще не було. Лідера однієї з парламентських 
фракцій України, яку в численних звітах право- 
захисних організацій називають "країною з умовною 
демократією? i яка за економічними показниками 
не входить навіть у першу сотню в світі, у Вашинг-- 
тоні зустрічали як керівника наддержави. На прий-- 
нятті на свою честь Віктор Ющенко в Міжнарод-- 
ному республіканському інституті в присутності 
американського політичного бомонду сказав: "Якщо 
говорити коротко — Україна віддаляється від світу. 
Нині країна переживає найглибшу у своїй історії 
кризу". Але вже в інтерв'ю вашингтонському 
кореспондентові "Тазети?, яке В. Ющенко дав після 
завершення візиту, лідер "Нашої України" був 
набагато оптимістичнішим. 

- Вікторе Андрійовичу, завершився ваш візит до 
Америки, під час якого відбулися зустрічі з віце- 
президентом США Річардом Чейні, американськими 
конгресменами, громадськими діячами та 
бізнесменами. Чи вдалося вам переконати їх, що 
Україну зарано зараховувати до країн втрачених 
можливостей? 

- Сьогодні, на жаль, дуже часто Україну назива- 
ють саме так. Під час зустрічі з віце-президентом 
США, представниками держдепартаменту, членами 
конгресу, лідерами республіканців і демократів мені, 
думаю, вдалося переконати у цьому своїх співроз- 
мовників. Разом з тим, у них є глибоке переконання, 
що вийти Україні з глибокої політичної кризи можна 
лише демократичним шляхом. Я запевняв наших 
партнерів на переговорах, що в Україні є впливові 
демократичні сили (й це не тільки блок політичних 
партій "Наша Україна", а й інші), яким до снаги 
демократичними засобами не тільки вивести Укра- 
їну з кризи, ай швидко подолати її наслідки. Під час 
переговорів ми наголошували, що, незважаючи на 
відомий скандал й непорозуміння між США та 
Україною на найвищому рівні, не можна ідентифі-- 
кувати Україну з якоюсь однією особою. Є дві 
країни, є два народи, є бізнесові кола обох країн, є 
певні традиції й певні здобутки в наших відносинах. 

- Під час попереднього візиту до США ви гово- 
рили, що виступаєте за конструктивну співпрацю з 
президентом Кучмою. Чи не вважаєте ви тепер, що 
майбутнє України - це насамперед майбутнє без 
Кучми та його оточення? 

- Я виступаю за конструктивну співпрацю з усіма, 
хто хоче добра Україні та її народу. Я принципово 
проти конфронтації заради конфронтації. Інша річ, 
коли йде брутальний наступ на демократію, на воле- 
виявлення народу, коли робляться спроби держав- 
ного перевороту в стінах парламенту. Отоді вже не 
до конструктивізму. Але знову ж таки, я проти 
барикад, революцій, крові, не дай Боже. 

- Вас називають компромісним політиком. Чи не 
переконали вас спроби людей Кучми усунути "Нашу 
Україну" від будь-якої влади, що час компромісів 
минув? 


- Якщо ми говоримо про те, що українська демо - 
кратія може перемогти, то маємо на увазі, що вона 
здатна перемогти тільки через порозуміння й KOHCO— 
лідацію. Іншого шляху для перемоги української 
демократії я не бачу і в нього не вірю. Нині багато 
говорять про так звану коаліцію опозиційних сил в 
Україні. Хто туди входить, хто не входить? Ми 
однозначно з цими силами, але я хочу говорити про 
коаліцію ширшу, коаліцію всіх демократичних сил 
України. Вона значно більша й значно потужніша. I 
її підтримає весь народ. 

- Керівники окремих діаспорних громадських 
організацій, зокрема тут, в Америці, зайняли пози-- 
цію стороннього спостерігача за ситуацією в Ykpa— 
їні. Щодо оцінки діяльності президента Кучми, то з 
вуст їхніх керівників лунають обережно-лагідні 
характеристики. Як ви оцінюєте таку позицію? 

- Я хотів би звернутися до всіх українців діаспори 
з великим проханням. За кілька місяців офіційно 
розпочнеться президентська передвиборна кампанія. 
Цього разу Україна обиратиме або подальше утвер-- 
дження кланової політичної моделі й остаточне 
сповзання до диктатури, або демократію. Це доле- 
носний вибір, від нього залежатиме майбутнє наших 
дітей й онуків. Вірю, що українці діаспори докладуть 
зусиль, щоб на їхній історичній батьківщині 
перемогла демократія. Для цього не шкода ні часу, 
ні зусиль. 

— Що ви зробили б найперше, якби стали прези-- 
дентом України? 

- Найперше, що може дати Україні великий ресурс 
для виходу з кризи й подальшого розвитку, - це 
закон. Неухильне дотримання закону на всіх рівнях 
швидко наведе в країні порядок. Тому найперше, що 
я зробив би - це подбав, аби закони запрацювали. 
Щоб запрацювали ті інституції, які відповідають у 
державі за їхнє виконання. Щоб у країні діяла третя 
незалежна гілка влади - суди. Все це залежить від 
того, наскільки гілки влади будуть народними, 
публічними, прозорими. Адже люди обирають владу 
не для того, щоб служити їй. У демократичному 
суспільстві, навпаки, влада повинна служити людям, 
які довірили їй владу. A в поняття "служити" не 
входить красти, брехати, забороняти незалежним 
засобам масової інформації критикувати й 
розказувати людям правду. 

- Після поїздки до США ви плануєте відвідати ще 
й кілька європейських країн. Яка мета цих поїздок? 

— Така ж, як і мета візиту до США. Ми приїхали 
сюди, щоб розтопити лід в українсько-американ-- 
ських відносинах, заявити, що Україна та її народ 
хоче й буде, попри все, дружити й співпрацювати з 
Америкою й американським народом. Нині до нас 
ставляться у світі, як на початку 90-х років - 3 нас-- 
торогою й острахом. Цього не повинно бути. Ми 
велика європейська держава, яка прагне до демо-- 
кратії та європейського вибору, й хочемо, щоб у світі 
й, зокрема, в Європі, це розуміли. От саме задля 
цього я й планую відвідати ще кілька європейських 
країн. 


31 Щербицького вистачить наукової 
конференції, вважає опозиція 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- Група 
громадських діячів звернулася до уряду України з 
протестом проти святкування на державному рівні 
ювілею українського радянського політичного діяча 
Володимира Щербицького. 

Як заявив на прес-конференції 17-го лютого у 
Києві народний депутат Левко Лук'яненко (фракція 
БЮТ), "Щербицький символізує окупаційну ад- 
міністрацію Москви у радянській Україні". 

"Ці святкування - спроба легалізувати комуніс- 
тичний режим в Україні, спроба принизити нашу 
державу", сказав Лук'яненко. 

Діячі, які підписалися під заявою, звинувачують 
Щербицького у проведенні політики русифікації Hace— 
лення і "жорстокому переслідуванні патріотів Укра- 
їни". Під зверненням, зокрема, підписалися народні 
депутати Лук'яненко, Тарас Чорновіл (фракція "Наша 
Україна"), а також Василь Лісовий, Василь Овсієнко, 
Валерій Шевчук, Юрій Бадзьо, Сергій Білоконь, 
Михайлина Коцюбинська, Володимир Яворівський. 

На думку голови парламентського комітету з 
питань свободи слова та інформації Миколи Томен-- 
ка, лідер українських комуністів Щербицький не 
заслуговує на державне вшанування, а тільки на 
наукову конференцію. 

У народного депутата "викликають щирий подив" 
зусилля влади, "спрямовані на відзначення 85-річчя 


колишнього першого секретаря ЦК. KITY. "Єдиний 
доцільний захід, запланований владою - це проведен-- 
ня наукової конференції", зазначає Томенко. 

На думку народного депутата, про "роль Щер- 
бицького в житті України мали б говорити науковці- 
історики, ане водій чи кухар Щербицького, які зараз 
зі шпальт численних газет розказують, як їм гарно 
жилося за часів свого шефа". 

"Особливо дивують зусилля української влади на 
відзначення річниці народження Щербицького на тлі 
цілковитого нехтування вшануванням найвелич-- 
ніших постатей України. Це стосується князів 
Київської Русі, героїв численних визвольних воєн 
нашого народу тощо", нагадує Томенко. 

Надумку політолога, "влада не пам'ятає, звідки похо-- 
дить український народ, проте добре пам'ятає, звідки 
походить вона сама. У своїй більшості люди, які 
сьогодні займають ключові посади в держапараті - це 
представники та спадкоємці "команди Щербицького". 

Серед офіційних заходів щодо святкування 85-річчя 
від дня народження Щербицького, зокрема, покладання 
квітів на його могилу на Байковому кладовищі у Києві 
17 лютого, проведення у національній філармонії 
документальної виставки про його життя і політичну 
діяльність, встановлення пам'ятників і меморіальних 
дошок. Заплановано також видання книги про життя 
Щербицького і документальної хроніки. 
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Kuchma, Kwasniewski agree оп visa 
regime, commemoration of 1943 massacre 


(RFE/RL)—Polish President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski on Feb. 13 
offered Ukrainians visas at no fee 
under a new border regime that will 
be introduced on July 1, in line with 
EU demands, Ukrainian and Polish 
media reported. 

“The Polish side announces that 
it will introduce the most liberal visa 
regime for Ukrainian citizens while 
meeting the demands of the Euro- 
pean Union and the Schengen agree- 
ment. 

It will include free visas for Ukrai- 
nians,” said a joint statement issued 
after Kwasniewski’s talks with his 
Ukrainian counterpart Leonid 
Kuchma in Ivano-Frankivsk, west- 
em Ukraine, earlier the same day. 

Speaking to journalists after the 
talks, Kuchma said Polish citizens 
will not need visas to visit Ukraine 


after 1 July. “A joint decision on the 
visa regime between our countries 
— free Polish visas for Ukrainian 
citizens and a visa-free regime for 
Polish citizens — is the Polish 
president’s personal achievement, I 
want to emphasize this,’ Kuchma 
noted. 

Kwasniewski and Kuchma also 
decided that both sides will organize 
— in Volhynia, northwestern 
Ukzaine, in July — joint commemo- 
ration of the massacre of Poles by 
Ukrainian nationalists in 1943. 


Kuchma spoke in favor of clari- 
fying all the circumstances of the 
tragedy. 

“Crimes against humanity cannot 
be justified. Let it be the last such 
‘celebration’ in our relations,” PAP 
quoted Kuchma as saying. 

The joint statement stresses that 
it is “extremely essential to make the 
commemoration of the anniversary 
[of the 1943 massacre] a significant 
step toward overcoming diver- 
gences in understanding mutual his- 
tory.” 


Asylum seeker hangs himself 


(Eastern Economist)—An official 
inquiry has been launched into the 
suicide of Mykhailo Bodnarchuk, 
42, a former soldier from Ukraine. 

Bodnarchuk’s death in early Feb- 


Pro Coro Canada choir members sing. 


East-European chants 


at the Winspear 
(Vsenoshchnoye Bdeniye & Svyati) 


By Tamara C. Johnson 

Pro Coro Canada is proud to present the Edmonton premier of 
Rachmaninoff’s choral masterpiece, Vsenoshchnoye Bdeniye (All-Night 
Vigil), along with John Tavener’s moving Svyati (O Holy One) led by 
Artistic Director Richard Sparks, on Sunday, March, 16, 2003, at 2 pm at 
the Winspear Centre for Music. 

Alberta native Michel Marc Gervais founded pro Coro Canada in 1980. 
This Edmonton-based chamber choir was conceived as an instrument in 
the Swedish tradition of honorary director Eric Ericson. Over the years, 
this collection of 24 voices has been shaped by some of the finest choral 
conductors in the world: Anders Eby, Soren Hansen, Agnes Grossmann, 
Mario Bernardi, Elmer Iseler, Leonard Ratzlaff, Jon Washburn and many 
others. 

In 1999, in its continued support of choral excellence, Pro Coro Canada 
appointed Richard Sparks as its Artistic Director and Principal Conduc- 
tor. Over the past 20 years, Pro Coro Canada has earned several presti- 
gious awards: City of Edmonton Salute to Excellence Award and the 
Canada Council Healy Willan Award. The choir’s recent performance at 
the “Joy of Singing” Festival in Toronto was described as “This profes- 
sional ensemble... under Richard Sparks exhibited some of the most 
smoothly produced, beautifully blended tone heard during the first weeks 
of the Third Toronto International Choral Festival” (W. Littler, Toronto 
Sun June 18, 2002). 

Rachmaninoff’s A/l-Night Vigil is one of this composer’s finest works 
based on Eastern liturgical traditions. Nine of the 15 movements are based 
on traditional liturgical chants; some of them are Kiev and Greek. In the 
others, Rachmaninoff himself composed the chants. His musical genius 
makes it almost impossible to detect the difference between composed 
chants and the traditional chants. The rich sonorities of the All-Night Vigil 
are attained by the tradition of East-European choirs featuring the deeper 
voices — the altos and the basses. Another unique feature in this work is 
the use of an alto soloist, creating a sense of sadness and serenity. The 
sonorities of this work are strengthened by the sounds of a strong choral 
bass line throughout the entire piece. 

The extremely successful premiere of the Al/-Night Vigil in 1915 made 
this one of Rachmaninoff’s finest achievements of his musical career. 

The afternoon would not be complete without John Tavener’s Svyati, 
known to some as a feast for the soul. 

Each work features Edmonton soloists Lilia Sotskaia — alto and Tanya 
Prochazka — cello respectively. 

Tickets range from $23.50 to $33.50 with student/senior pricing avail- 
able. Group tickets are also available. Order yours by contacting the 
Winspear Centre Box Office at (780) 428-1414. 

For further information and upcoming concert details, visit 
www.procoro.ab.ca. or (780) 420-1247. 


гиагу triggered a hunger strike 
among other detainees over condi- 
tions for asylum-seekers in England. 

Bodnarchuk was to have been 
deported to Ukraine the following 
day. Immigration officials, appar- 
ently mistakenly, accused him of 
applying for asylum under two 
different names and refused his plea. 

Bodnarchuk’s body was found 
hanging from the ceiling of a wash- 
room at Haslar Removal Centre, 
where asylum-seekers are held with- 
out bail. 

He left his wife and children in 
September 2000 to go to the UK. 


PGO repeats suicide song 


(Eastern Economist)—Prosecutor 
General’s Office Investigating De- 
partment Chair Vasyl Chernikov 
says Ukrainian News Agency Direc- 
tor Mykhailo Kolomiyets commit- 
ted suicide and there was no reason 
to think otherwise. 

At a press-conference Feb. 12, 
Chernikov referred to conclusions 
made by an international team of ex- 
aminers from France, Belarus and 
Ukraine. Kolomiyets’ body was 
found hanged from a tree in Belarus 
earlier this winter. 

However, Reporters Without bor- 
ders secretary-general Robert 
Menard said an autopsy was not 
enough to conclude Kolomiyets 
killed himself. 

“The criminal inquiry is not yet 
over and we have asked authorities 
to do more tests,” he said. 


Pro 


Lass 


Tickets: $23.50 - $33.50 
Group rates also available 
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Germany accused of laundering aid funds 


(Eastern Economist)—Germany is laundering money in the form of as- 
sistance to ethnic Germans in Ukraine, charged German Brethren Presi- 
dent Heinrich Adler-Harms, Feb. 10. He said Germany was constantly 
allocating huge amounts of money to support Germans living in Ukraine, 
though the latter were not receiving it. He claimed a foundation was set 
up in 1992 to return deported Germans from Ukraine. He said Germany 
had transferred DM 20 million to the foundation, but that in 1996, the 
foundation was closed and the money had disappeared: 


Solana urges reform 


(RFE/RL)—Javier Solana, secretary-general of the EU Council and high 
representative for the common foreign and security policy, urged Ukraine 
to enact judicial reform, guarantee the freedom of independent media, 
and improve relations between the government and the opposition on the 
country’s path toward the EU, Interfax reported on Feb. 7. Solana was 
briefing journalists following a Ukraine-EU Troika meeting in Kyiv the 
same day. 
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Yerofeyeva wins 


San Francisco Invitaional 
rhythmic gymnastics meet 


(International Gymnast)—2001 World Champion Tamara Yerofeyeva 
of Ukraine won the 10th Annual San Francisco Invitational, hosted by 
“Scherba Sports Center” the weekend of Feb. 15-16. 

Yerofeyeva placed first over American Irina Korosteleva (Los Angeles 
School of Gymnastics) and Julia Itkina (California Rhythm). Yerofeyeva 
earned the highest score of the meet with a 28.150 with ribbon and won 
all three other events. 

In the junior competition, Russia’s Lilia Kosyreva took the top posi- 
tion, followed by LASG gymnasts Rebecca Terzian and Sasha Licona. 

“The competition is one of the first in a series of international rhythmic 
gymnastics events,” said meet director Svetlana Scherba. “It gives us the 
opportunity to see recent updates to the current Code of Points and see 
which direction rhythmic gymnastics is developing.” 


Block, Heshko win golds 


(UkrNews)—Zhanna Block and Ivan Heshko paced Ukraine with one 
gold medal each at the Flanders Indoor Energizer meet in Ghent, Bel- 
gium, Feb. 9. 

In the women’s 60, Zhanna Block faced her toughest competition from 
42-year-old veteran Merlene Ottey, who is racing for Slovenia. 

Block, the 100 outdoor world champion, finished in 7.09 to equal her 
best mark this year, beating Ottey by .09 seconds. France’s Muriel Hurtis 
finished third in 7.20. 

Another Ukrainian, Anzhela Kravchenko, was fifth. 

Heshko won the men’s 1500-metre with a time of 3:42.75. Wolfram 
Muller of Germany was second with 3:44.83, while Jurgen Vandewiele of 
Belgium took the bronze with 3:44.96. 


Ukraine in Group D for Euro 
Basketball Championships 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine will play in Group D with Greece, Turkey and 
Croatia at the European Basketball Championships in September, accord- 
ing to the draw conducted, Feb. 14 

The round-robin groups are in four different Swedish cities. All games 
from the quarterfinal round onward will be played in the 14,000-seat Globe 
Arena in the capital, Stockholm. 

The top teams from each round-robin group will automatically advance 
to the quarterfinal stage of the competition. Teams placed second and third 
in each group will face an elimination game to determine which team 
advances to the quarterfinal round. 


Briefly 


Dovgal first 

(UkrNews)—Anatoliy Dovgal of Ukraine won the men’s 60-metre race 
at the IAAF Permit international indoors meet in Budapest, Hungary, Feb. 
8 with a time of 6.63 seconds. 2Second was Gabor Dobos of Hungary 
with 6.64, while Andrea Rabino of Italy was third with 6.64. 


Kravchenko shares second 

(UkrNews)—Anzhela Kravchenko of Ukraine and Germany’s Gabi 
Rockmeier, who both stopped the clock in 7.20 to share second place in 
the women’s 60-metre race at the Erdgas indoor athletics meeting in 
Chemnitz, Germany, Feb. 8. Karin Mayr took first with 7.17 seconds. 
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Lobinger clears 5.81, while Kuptsov sets 
World Junior indoor best in Donetsk 


(I[AAF)—There’s no Pole Vault competition on earth 
quite like the Zepter Pole Vault Stars — created and 
nurtured by the legendary Sergey Bubka in his home- 
town of Donetsk. The 14th edition of this spectacular 
event offered a sporting, sonic and visual spectacle, 
with light effects and music entertaining a capacity 
crowd of 4800 fans, including Ukraine’s Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Yanukovych. 

The turning point of the competition came when the 
bar was at 5.60m. Germany’s Tim Lobinger made his 
entrance at this point. Jeff Hartwig, who cleared 6.00m 
to win last year’s edition, was the leader at that mo- 
ment having got a feel for the runway with a first time 
clearance at 5.50m but then Lobinger began his day’s 
work in style by soaring over 5.60m — to confidently 
snatch the lead. With four athletes failing three times 
— Stephan Janacek (CZE), Vadim Strogalyov (RUS), 
Alain Andji (FRA), Maksim Mazurik (URK) and Tim 
Mack (USA) — only seven athletes were left in the 
competition. : 

With the bar at 5.66m, Smiryagin went clear with 
his second attempt only for his 19 year-old Artyom 
Kuptsov to send the crowds into raptures by also go- 
ing clear to set a world junior indoor best. The previ- 
ous mark had been 5.65m by his compatriot Maksim 
Tarasov. The two Americans Derek Miles, Hartwig, 
Giuseppe Gibilisco and Lobinger all passed at this 
height. 

With the bar raised to 5.76m, only three men re- 
mained in the contest: Gibilisco, Miles and Lobinger. 
Miles failed his first attempt, then passed, as did both 
the Italian and German vaulters. 

With the bar now at 5.81m, all three men had prob- 
lems, with Miles the first to go out of the contest after 
failing twice. First Gibilisco and Lobinger knocked the 
bar off. The Italian then made a close, but vain, final 
attempt leaving Lobinger with one final effort. Feed- 
ing off the energy of the crowd, the German sped down 


the runway, before gliding over the bar to win the com- 
petition — equaling his and Czech Adam Ptacek’s world 
leading height from Chemnitz. It was only his fifth vault 
of the afternoon. 

Passing the next height, Lobinger opted for 5.91m. 
Standing poised with Eminem’s latest hit pumping out 
of the speakers, the German made sure every spectator 
in the Sports Palace was clapping, a sound which ac- 
companied him down the runway in a wave. But even 
the crowd couldn’t help him first time. He tried again 
— same rapper, same routine, and this time much closer, 
just squeezing the bar off with his chest. The song’s 
lyrics were now appropriate: “one shot, that’s all you’ve 
got, one shot” ... and so he did, but it was not to be. 
Still, he had put on a great show, and the crowd gave 
him a standing ovation as he embraced Bubka on the 
in-field. 

Donetsk, originally founded as an industrial centre 
in 1868 by a British Mining entrepreneur called John 
Hughes, who realized the potential of the coal fields 
nearby, was made famous around the world as the home 
of Bubka and he remains closely involved with his city 
to this day. The former World record holder (on 35 oc- 
casions) built one of the town’s top restaurants, has 
bakeries, and also founded the Sergey Bubka Sports 
School, which is the official organizer of this competi- 
tion. Today, the no-nonsense city of 1.4 million sup- 
plies 22% of Ukraine’s industrial output. 

For most of Feb. 16, the hall echoed to a series of 
junior competitions, centred on the Pole Vault. Indeed, 
two of Bubka’s Ukrainian prodigies impressed as well. 
Local girl Natalya Kuch, got out of her sickbed and 
despite a temperature of 38, cleared 4.40m, while 
Vladimir Revenko of Kyiv, soared over 5.60m and made 
three very respectable attempts at 5.70m. 


Klitschko appeals to WBC over Lewis fight 


Vitali Klitschko has started proceedings with the 
WBC in an attempt to force heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis to fight him by June, the Ukrainian 
fighter’s camp said Feb.6. 

Klitschko, who says he has a signed contract for the 
bout, wants the WBC to strip Lewis of his last remain- 
ing title if he doesn’t make the mandatory defense 
against the No. 1 challenger, reported the Associated 
Press. 

“T can’t believe Lennox will chicken out. I know him 
too well, he’s taken on every challenge in his career so 
far,” said Klitschko, 32-1 with 31 knockouts. 

“We'll put pressure on the WBC. Lewis certainly 
won’t want to give up his WBC belt after the IBF one 
and then fight without a title against Mike Tyson,” 


Klitschko added. 

Lewis previously said he wanted to fight Tyson again 
in June, a year after he stopped the former heavyweight 
champion in a one-sided fight. 

The Briton, regarded as the world’s top heavyweight, 
has already abandoned his IBF title rather than take a 
mandatory fight against Chris Byrd. 

Klitschko’s camp said they signed a contract with 
Lewis manager Adrian Ogen for a fight originally sched- 
uled for April 12 or 19. 

Klitschko is the older brother of Wladimir Klitschko, 
the WBO champion and another top heavyweight con- 
tender. They fight out of Germany for Universum, one 
of Europe’s top boxing stables with fighters like Dariusz 
Michalezewski and Juan Carlos Gomez. 


Rating the world heavyweight players 


By Sanjeev Shetty, BBC Sport 

With so many titles, the heavyweight division has 
never been more difficult to understand. So here, in the 
opinion of BBC Sport, is a list of the fighters, the pro- 
moters and the venues which rule sport’s richest prize. 
Lennox Lewis 

No longer the undisputed heavyweight champion, 
Lewis is still regarded as the best in the world and will 
be until he retires or is beaten. The 37-year-old is the 
WEC champion but it remains to be seen whether he 
will fight this year — he may yet be ordered by the 
WBC to fight Vitali Klitschko, the ruling body’s man- 
datory contender. 
Don King 

Even at the age of 70, the promoter’s ability to put 
himself in a position where he can call the shots in the 
heavyweight division remains undiminished. Last year, 
he paid Lewis a large sum of money to give up the IBF 
heavyweight crown, knowing that the vacant belt would 
be contested by Chris Byrd and Evander Holyfield, both 
contracted to King. With John Ruiz, the WBA cham- 
pion, also in his camp, King probably will not rest un- 
til his long term ambition of signing Lewis to his stable 
is realized. 
The Klitschkos 

The Ukrainian brothers Wladimir and Vitali come as 
a package — the pair have agreed never to fight each 
other because it would upset their mother. At present, 
Wladimir is the WBO champion, a belt which has little 
worth in the United States, the market that he and his 
brother wish to conquer. Vitali, who used to hold the 
title, is a top ranked contender who is seeking a bout 
with Lewis. Of the two, Wladimir is the more polished 
boxer, while the older Vitali has knockout power in both 
hands, something Herbie Hide can attest to, having been 


_ stopped in two rounds by him in 1999. 


Mike Tyson 

Amazingly, а man who has suffered three brutal beat- 
ings — Lewis, Evander Holyfield and James Buster 
Douglas all battered Tyson — still has something to 
offer the division. But not for much longer. The 36- 
year-old is essentially a washed-up fighter with slow 
reflexes, questionable dedication and an unclear mind. 
But Tyson needs boxing for the money and boxing needs 
his name. Another beating, like the one Lewis admin- 
istered to him, or another no-show the one with Clifford 
Etienne, could and should spell the end for him. 

Roy Jones Jr 

Is Jones Jr the joker in the pack? The light heavy- 
weight champion first talked about a fight with a heavy- 
weight in 1996 — seven years on, his debut in the divi- 
sion is a belated one. He meets WBA champ Ruiz on 
March 1 and could win. Renowned as the best boxer in 
the world at any weight, Jones Jr’s speed and flashy 
style could make him a very popular and welcome ad- 
dition to the division. 

And the rest 

Ruiz, the WBA champion, is best known for a tril- 
ogy of fights with Evander Holyfield, with each more 
boring than the last — he lacks the skill or charisma to 
become a big name. 

Byrd, the IBF heavyweight champion, will fight the 
winner of Ruiz-Jones Jr. 

A tricky southpaw who makes everyone look bad, 
Byrd struggles to find opponents who want to fight him 
and his conservative life away from the ring make him 
a hard sell. 

New Zealander David Tua is a contender again thanks 
to two good wins last year, while Holyfield, even at the 
age of 40, can still draw a sizeable crowd. 
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Participants of the “Ukraine 2003: Opportunities for 
Sector” conference in Kananaskis, Alberta. 
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Shelton, Chornomornaftogas 
sign Azov Sea gas agreement 


(UkrNews)—Toronto-based Shelton Canada Corp. 
has announced that it has successfully finalized and 
signed a comprehensive “Co-operation Agreement on 
Joint Investment Activity” for the development of oil 
and gas deposits on the Azov Sea shelf with Ukraine’s 
Chomomormaftogas (CNG). 

CNG is a National Stock Company wholly owned 
by Naftogas Ukrayiny, a Ukrainian government hold- 
ing company. CNG is an oil and gas complex and an 
essential part of the Ukrainian industry responsible for 
all hydrocarbon exploration, development, production 
and transmission onshore Ukraine and offshore in the 
Black and Azov Seas. 

As announced at the conference “Ukraine 2003: Op- 
portunities for Canadian Companies in the Ukrainian 
Oil and Gas Seetor” on Feb. 11, 2003 in Kananaskis, 
Alberta, officers of Shelton and CNG have signed a 

__eomprehensive agreement detailing the terms and con- 
ditions of development and production program соу- 
ering several structures in the North West Azov Sea. 

After extensive review and analysis of the geologi- 
cal data, the West Biryuche structure has been chosen 
for drilling. The process of developing a budgetary and 
drilling program for the first exploratory well has com- 
menced. 

Zenon Potoczny, President and CEO of Shelton 
Canada Corp. told Ukrainian News the Joint Invest- 
ment Agreement calls for a 50%/50% participation in 
the drilling of wells in Biryuche structures. 

The gas will be marketed in Ukraine and “hopefully 
in Western Europe once the export license is available,” 
he added. 

“We are in the process of developing drilling pro- 
gram and budget. The first phase of the project includes 
analysis of available seismic data, geological and geo- 


physical information, re-processing of seismic, etc. (this 
has been partially completed). This will be followed 
be drilling of the first exploratory well in late summer 
or early fall of 2003. The well is expected to be drilled 
to a total depth of 1700 metres using a Jack-up drilling 
rig. The water depth in the area is 6 to 8 metres,” 
Potoczny said.The second phase of the project will in- 
clude additional seismic survey, followed by drilling 
two exploratory wells in 2004. 

According to Chornomornaftogas the projected re- 
serves of the Black Sea and Sea of Azov are estimated 
to be around 1.5 trillion tons of oil equivalent. Reserve 
calculations for the contracted area, using the amount 
of structural closure, sedimentary thickness, and qual- 
ity of reservoir rock allows for a reserve estimate of 
approximately 10 billion cubic metres or 350 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas and associated condensate. 
Similar reserve estimates are expected for the other two 
structures making it a “world class field with estimated 
reserves of approximately 1 trillion cubic feet of natu- 
та! gas,” Potoczny said.” 

Asked about the possibility of further cooperation 
on the Azov Sea, Potoczny replied “there are quite a 
few fields available for investment. 

Only about 4-5% of the Black/Azov Seas have been 
exploited.” 

With eight production wells drilled in the area, the 
initial production rate is estimated at 900 million cubic 
metres per year. 

Potoczny added the company will be looking at avail- 
able Canadian technology as well as possible investors 
for this project. 


Trial of arms traffickers begins in Torino 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—The long-awaited trial of Dmytro 
Streshinsky and his alleged accomplices, a group ac- 
cused of arms trafficking to Croatia after the outbreak 
of war in the former Yugoslavia in 1992-94, began in 
Torino, Italy in January. Named in the indictment along 
with Streshinsky are the current national security ad- 
viser to Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, former 
Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) head Yevhen 
Marchuk; Oleksandr Zhukov, a former Ukrainian citi- 
zen from Odesa and the head of Sintez Oil company; 
and two Russian businessmen, Leonid Lebedev and 
Mark Garber, founders of the Russian oil company 


Shady Russians may seek 
arms for Iraq 


(Eastern Economist)—Unofficial Russian suppliers 
have attempted to sell shoulder-launched missiles to Iraq 
in the past few months, a senior US diplomat said re- 
cently, raising fresh concern about illegal provision of 
military supplies to the region in the current crisis. Un- 
authorized arms merchants in Russia were planning to 
supply Igla surface-to-air weapons, in one of a number 
of transactions where the ultimate destination of Iraq 
was concealed by using “cover” purchasers in neigh- 
boring countries such as Syria, the diplomat added. The 
deal — one of a number of potential sales originating 
in Russia that the diplomat said had been identified — 
was prevented by the Russian authorities, but only once 
they had been contacted by the US, which had received 
intelligence on the transaction before it took place. 


Sintez Oil, the parent company of the Zhukov-owned 
branch in Odesa. Also indicted were a former Croatian 
citizen and a Greek national. 

According to the indictment, Marchuk —at that time 
the head of the SBU — organized a conspiracy to ille- 
gally smuggle arms to Croatia. He allegedly recruited 
Streshinsky to join in this conspiracy while he provided 
protection to the actual dealers and was paid from the 
profits of the sale. Marchuk insists that he is innocent 
and has provided a copy of a letter he sent to the then- 
president of Ukraine, Leonid Kravchuk, in which he 
reports on the attempts by Streshinsky to illegally pur- 
chase arms and the actions of the SBU to prevent this. 

On March 8, 1994, the cargo ship “Jadran Express” 
was detained by the Italian police off the coast of Italy 
with contraband weaponry reportedly destined for 
Croatia. According to Marchuk, this was part of a joint 
operation conducted by the SBU, the Italian police, and 
other law-enforcement services to end this trade. 
Streshinsky was apprehended by German police in the 
fall of 2000 and soon afterwards was turned over to 
Italian authorities on arms-smuggling charges. During 
the ensuing interrogations, Streshinsky named Marchuk 
as the organizer of the criminal grouping. 

Zhukov was arrested on Sardinia in April 2001 and 
was released from prison in mid-2002 on the condition 
that he not leave Italy. Lebedev and Garber are both in 
Moscow, and the Russian government will not allow 
them to be extradited for trial. Lebedev was in fact 
elected a member of a local regional council in 2002. 
Marchuk has not indicated whether he will stand trial 
in Torino, but thus far he has not appeared. 
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Naftogaz Ukraine, 
Gazprom and Mogilevich 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—Evidence suggesting that a Russian organized-crime group- 
ing led by Ukrainian-born Semen Mogilevich has concluded a deal with 
Russian gas company Gazprom was published by “Jane’s Intelligence 
Digest” on Jan. 31. According to an article titled “Ukraine’s Financial 
Woes,” Gazprom signed a contract on Dec. 5 with a Hungarian company, 
Eural Trans Gas, to deliver Turkmen gas to Ukraine’s border. “Jane’s” 
claims that Eural is closely linked to an organized-crime group led by 
Mogilevich, a man banned from entering the United States who, accord- 
ing to “Jane’s,” “was described in a confidential British government re- 
port as ‘one of the world’s top criminals,’ believed to have a personal 
fortune in excess of US$100 million.” The “Jane’s” investigation con- 
cluded that Eural is closely connected to Igor Fisherman, director of a 
company called Highrock. Fisherman has been implicated in the past with 
Aragon Ltd., a Mogilevich-controlled entity. 

The article also points to the involvement of Ihor Bakaj — the former 
head of Naftogaz Ukraine, the Ukrainian state oil-and-gas joint-stock com- 
pany — who was forced to resign his position under accusations of mass 
corruption and theft from the company in 2001. Bakaj is believed to be 
involved in money-laundering schemes and is trying to form a joint ven- 
ture between his old company, Naftogaz Ukraine, and a commercial en- 
tity called BARI on whose board he allegedly serves. According to the 
“Ukrayinska ргауда" website on Feb. 3, the Ukrainian Prosecutor-General’s 
Office announced that it was investigating Bakaj’s activities and might 
formally charge him with massive fraud and theft of state property. On 
Feb. 3, Interfax reported that the World Bank has warned Ukraine to take 
measures to ensure greater accountability and transparency in the work- 
ings of Naftogaz Ukraine. 

According to “Jane’s,” the Eural-Gazprom contract might be a vehicle 
to launder money for Gazprom. The group writes: “Such is the potential 
scale of this money laundering, that JID believes the issue to represent a 
serious security threat to Western Europe and North America. Over the 
last decade, Gazprom officials are alleged to have transferred assets worth 
billions of dollars to their relatives in deals involving transactions con- 
ducted at below-market prices.” 


World Bank opens 
permanent presence in Kyiv 


(Eastern Economist)—On Feb. 7, the World Bank opened its permanent 
regional office in Kyiv. 

The office has been functioning in Ukraine for 10 years but now the 
regional director will be here and not in Washington, D.C. 

It will cover Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova. 

“Tn opening our regional office, we have changed the functionality of 
this organization and brought more banking operations to the region. Kyiv 
has become our center for three countries,” stated Luca Barbone, World 
Bank Director for Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova. 

“We have two reasons for that: this is in line with the bank’s policy of 
decentralization of operations aimed at improving responsiveness to needs 
of the client countries, and increasing effectiveness and quality of our 
services on the regional level.” 

He emphasized the new opportunities the three countries will receive in 
terms of more efficient cooperation as well as improved ties with govern- 
ment institutions. 


Linos assets go to Russians 


(Eastern Economist)—The Lysychansk Oil Investment Company founded 
by Russian TNK will own the assets of Lysychansk-NaftoOrgSyntez, com- 
monly known as LiNOS, reported TNK-Ukraina President Oleksandr 
Gorodetskiy, Feb. 13. He said TNK handed over a controlling stake in 
TNK-Ukraina-Invest to the Lysychansk Investment Company. He said 
the holding company had too much work and had decided to do some 
restructuring. Gorodetskiy also said TNK-Ukraina planned to set up 
Kazakhstan oil deliveries to LiNOS, as well as increase deliveries of Ukrai- 
nian oil. He said LINOS would process 6.2 million tons of oil in 2003. 


Briefly 


Iraq war could cost Ukraine US$700M 


(Eastern Economist)—The possible war in Iraq might cause Ukraine ex- 
port losses of US$700-800 million a year, reported the Economy and Eu- 
ropean Integration Ministry, Feb. 17. The Ministry said in 2002 Ukraine 
lost US $170 million in exports to Iraq. At the same time, Economy Min- 
istry Deputy State Secretary Liudmyla Musina said the ministry had con- 
sidered the factor and expected export growth of only 1-1.5% in 2003. 


Ukraine to launch satellite radio 
(RFE/RL)—Satellite-radio channel Ukrayina-svit (World Ukraine) will 
be inaugurated in March, UNIAN reported on Feb. 10, quoting State Com- 
mittee for Broadcasting head Ivan Chyzh. The channel is to broadcast five 
hours a day — primarily to Eurasia and, in the future, to North America. 
“(The channel will make it possible] for Ukraine to speak in its own lan- 
guage to the world, while bypassing interpretations by competitors,” Czyzh 
said, adding that the government has allocated 8 million hryvnias (US$1.5 
million) to develop the channel. 


JP Morgan sees good changes 

(Eastern Economist)—The investment bank JP Morgan has improved its 
expectations for Ukrainian eurobonds over the middle of January. The 
expectations were raised from underweight to marketweight, reported JP 
Morgan Vice President Michael Marrese, Feb. 5. Marrese said the bank 
had raised expectations due to positive economic changes in the country. 
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Pascual explains aid reduction to Ukraine 
(RFE/RL)—U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos Pascual told journalists 
in Kyiv on Feb. 6 that the planned reduction of U.S. assistance to Ukraine 
under the Freedom Support Act to US$94 million in 2004 is due to the 
fact that Ukraine has reached a “certain level of financial independence,” 
Interfax reported. The diplomat said the U.S. government now needs to 
focus on financing priority projects in Ukraine, including support for civil 
society, the independent media, and small and medium-sized private busi- 
nesses. 


Ukrainian refugees top Czech asylum list 

(Eastern Economist)—In January, 685 foreigners asked for political asy- 
lum in the Czech Republic, reported Czech Foreign Affairs Ministry, Feb. 
13. 128 applications were accepted from Ukrainians, more than from any 
other country. 112 refugees from China applied. 


Yushchenko cries foul over forgery 

(Eastern Economist)—Our Ukraine is demanding an investigation into 
the mass distribution of leaflets, which appeared to have been signed by 
the bloc’s leader, Viktor Yushchenko. Our Ukraine claims the leaflets, 
which were distributed Feb. 15 in many Western regions by the Ukrainian 
Postal Service, were forgeries. The message, in effect, discredits 
Yushchenko. Deputy Viktor Pynzenyk said Our Ukraine might boycott 
the Verkhovna Rada until those who ordered and disseminated the forged 
leaflets are found. 


4 to 6 million rally 


around the world 


(ArtUkraine.com/RFE/RL)—A 
Peace March with the theme “No- 
To the War Against Iraq” took place 
in Kyiv Feb. 15, 2003. 

The main banner for the rally car- 
ried the theme, “No-To the War 
Against Iraq.” People were carrying 
many signs some of where said, 
“Don’t Attack Iraq,” “Stop the War,” 
“No blood for oil,” “US the Evil 
Empire” and one sign was a picture 
of Stalin. 

Among the main organizers of the 
Kyiv Peace March were members of 
the Ukrainian anti-globalist move- 
ment and a members of several left- 
wing oriented political parties. 

The participants gathered on 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti in downtown 
Kyiv and listened to a rock concert 
featuring a couple of Ukrainian un- 
derground rock groups who played 
live despite the cold temperature that 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські Вісті, February 19 - March 4, 2003, 19 лютого - 4 березня, 2003 


ШИПЕЕЕНІЕЄЕБЕСІЄЮОЙЙ: Potential Iraq war protested in Kyiv 


was below the freezing level with 
some light snow. 

Approximately 2,000-3,000 gath- 
ered to participate, and this number 
included young radical-minded 
people, elderly supporters of the left 
wing parties, members of Iraqi and 
Kurdish community in Kyiv, and 
those who just came to express their 
anti-war sentiment. There were also 
member of the Communist and So- 
cialist parties at the rally. 

Protesters against war in Iraq 
came out in 600 cities over the 
weekend — in some cases in some 
of the largest rallies seen in decades. 

The protests, loosely coordinated 
by peace groups in numerous capi- 
tals, brought out a total of 4 million 
to 6 million people, depending on 
widely varying estimates. The big- 
gest of the protests were in countries 
whose leaders support U.S. Presi- 
dent George W. Bush’s determina- 
tion to quickly conclude the UN 
arms inspection process and resort 
to military force if Baghdad does not 
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immediately disarm. 

In London, organizers say 1.5 
million people took to the streets, 
though police put the number at half 
that. By either estimation, the crowd 
was one of the largest in the city’s 
history. 

In Italy, where Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi supports the U.S. 
and British position, organizers said 
as many as 3 million protesters 
poured into the streets of Rome. 
Police put the crowds at 600,000. 

In Spain, where the government 
equally supports Bush, police say a 
total of 1 million people demon- 
strated in Barcelona, Madrid, and 
Seville. 

And in Australia, where Prime 
Minister John Howard has sent 
troops to the Persian Gulf along with 
Washington and London, some 
400,000 people protested in major 
Cities. 

Rallies in France and Germany 
also brought out many thousands of 
participants on Feb. 15. There, dem- 
onstrators supported their govern- 
ments’ opposition to the use of any 
military force against Baghdad out- 
side of the UN framework. 

And at a rally in Istanbul, protest- 
ers chanted slogans against any at- 
tacks on neighboring Iraq, a fellow 
Muslim country. News agencies say 
opinion polls show some 94 percent 
of Turks opposed to strikes on 
Baghdad. Turkey’s parliament is ex- 
pected to vote later this month on 
whether to allow deployment of a 
U.S. force in Turkey, which could 
open a northern front against 
Baghdad. 

U.S. national.security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice said-the antiwar 
protests did not lessen Washington’s 
resolve in its efforts to get Baghdad 
to disarm. 
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